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Developing the Oil Industry

for the Reconstruction of Angola,
Sonangol is Essential

to the Country's Future
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TO THE READER

Some ququw

ood r 0 uncover these

days. Our most recent cover stories, on

Brazilian racism and on post-Duvalier

Duvalierism in Haiti, highlight this problem. Qur

readers may be asking, “Why don't you wr ibout
omething positive?

We would like to call ittention 1« (
of ou ofr ories in this first glance ir

cover story, on Western Sahara, may appear to be one

of those articles about the uphill battle of an occupied

people. Before they had a chance to recover from

Spanish colonialism, the people of Western Sahara
were sent reeling by the 1976 Moroccan invasion

Refugees fled in droves from the Maoro«

After more than a decade. one 1ght expe ia
tting sis thatint lestinia n re ps
sometir Ire 1t ‘v‘f F etor ST

However )y of our reporters point out Saharan

refugee camps are akin to well-oiled mini-state

vhe " here of guarded optimism ({

predominate. Saharans' hopes for a return

homeland were recently fueled by the rapprochement

veen Algeria and Morocco, which could potentiall
t t nti - '

presenting the

nment and the Polisario Front, re

| 7 S | A } = nraliide te
INaran peopie successiul talks ‘_‘1,‘»1{“\;1{,:‘..‘ elude tc
{ L led I f ht Inite \atior ind
I I f Afric
sanwhile. more concrete stens are b cale
inothe Al f ' that of the \ fr
\S our story points out, it may be a coincidence that al

four parties to the talks - Angola, South Africa, Cuba

nd the United States — are willing to sit down at
INCTe the possibuity ti the ntrie |
capitalize on this opportunity. The final peace treaty

| uld e two of the ~ r

robl curity for Angola, which will among othe
things allow that country t » of its resources

to address the needs of its population, and

ndependence for Namibia

We at third world take heart in these developments

While not eartl they are moves in the right

shattering
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LETTERS

Credit where credit’s not due X ( Y ré is
g m 5 with you
In the third world of Sep- d other parts of th
tember/October 1987 a [¢ > sen nilar materiai
lure entitle T he of

Gildo Andrade Simoes

Brazilian Fan Club of African Music
Rua C 211 ;
Jardim Sto. Antonio - Atalaia
Aracaju, Sergipe — CEP 49000

Brazil

East Timor
Karen Oon would like fo suggest that you do a

for SAHABAT ALAM MALAYSIA

Contact for African Music |

an important

)
)

SiC. 1Ne C the Cen-

ja Cultura Negra de

studos ¢

}::"?‘.' <

José Salvador A. Neto
Brasilia, Brazil

Readers, please address your
letters to:

Centro de Estudos da Cultura
Negra

Caixa Postal 2363

Vitoria, ES

Brazil

Contact for African Music ||
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Social studies teachers in many countries are hard pressed
to find sources of news and analyses on the Third World. Many
teachers and librarians in schools throughout the Third World
would like to take a step toward rectifiying this problem by
subscribing to third world magazine, but tight budgets and
currency restrictions generally prevent them from doing so.

In response to this need, we have established the Adopt a
School program. For the reduced price of $15, you can support
Third World education by purchasing a gift subscription for a
Third World school. If vou like, you may indicate a specific
educational institution or country. Or you may want your gift to
go to one of the many refugee schools run worldwide by the
United Nations.
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D Please send . subscriptions at US$15 each to refugee schools run by the United Nations.
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Savimbi (right) with Ronald Reagan

ANGOLA:

Savimbi with His
Foot in His Mouth
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for independe

and the Portugue

troops led to clashes be-

tween the secret

allies,

which of great concern

to Savimbi, who had or-

dered his men to never fire

on Portuguese troops.

SOUTH AFRICA:

Internal
Bantustans

After

of emergency

resorting to

arre

restrictions to silence its op

ponents

the government of

S0uth Alrica intends to cre
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local go vernment,
housing, city planning and
community

om development,

explained the minis

to p:

s their

sides being able
the

theoretically have the power

bodies will

own laws,

to amend or revoke legisla-
tion passed by the tricameral
legislature (consisting of

whites, persons of Indian

descent and persons of mixed-
race descent)

3otha will
number of

President P.W
determine the
members on each council

and will appoint the presi-

dent according to his or her
support in the

The

of councillors

HH_;I‘:I itive

council term in office

will be five
vears

The announcement of the
measure was made on the
heels of the adoption of a
law creating a National Mul
’ |

uracial

Council. This council

0 be composed of so

alled moderates from the

ntustans, the urban mu
ni ind the
tr ] nt

MOZAMBIQUE:

Radiant Milk

Viozambican health au-
th ; decided to suspend
the distribution of about 45
tor f powdered milk do-
nated by the European Eco-
non Lomn Mnity ieel)
saving that it contained ex

IVE leve of radioac
tivity

A document relea

the Mozambican

coniains the rest

aone on the milk, (0]

onsuming the

product. The

Italian laboratories detected
higt | of yact
n the prompting

ban by health authorities in

the southern African coun

EEC experts will be sent

to Mozambique to run their

own tests on the milk, which
stored

will be in a sec

area away from other food
products, according to the
Mozambican Health Min-

istry.
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TANZANIA:

Drought,
Debt
and Growth

Tanzania's efforts in the
last few years to rejuvenate
its economy seem to be pay-
ing dividends, although fur-
ther development may be
hampered by the weather
and external dependence.

Scarce rainfall, with in-
tervals of drought during
this year’s harvest, will mean
a decrease in the amount of
grains produced and a dras-
tic reduction in the country's
import capacity.

These figures came to
light during the approval
process for the national
budget for the 1988-89 fiscal
year, which began in July
During the presentation of

the budget to parliament,

Tanzania: advances in the face of adversity

Cleopa Msuya. minister of
the Treasury, Economy and
Planning, said
term Tanzanian economic
prosperity will depend on
the country's ability to earn
foreign exchange by in-
creasing exports.

The minister observed
that the economic recovery

that long-

program — in its third year —
concentrated on food pro-
duction and cash crops for
export, the improvement of
infrastructure for productive
activities and a more effi-
cient use of the country's
industrial potential.

Despite hardships like the
drought, the depressed in-

ternational markets for raw
materials, the reduction in
foreign exchange earned
through export, and the
increase in the cost of ser-
vicing the foreign debt, Tan-
Zzania experienced economic
growth rates of 3.6 percent
in 1986 and 3.9 percentin
1987.

COSTA RICA:

“And Now Promenade...”

Undaunted by the op-
pressive heat and the suf-
focating humidity of the lush
Caribbean coast of Costa
Rica, black couples perform
dances characteristic of the
British Court during the Re-
naissance.

It is not uncommon to
find houses in the coastal
region that prominently dis-
play a picture of the Queen
of England and the royal fa-
mily. The black population
of Costa Rica speaks a ver-
sion of English that retains
an Oxford accent, and peo-
ple's names and surnames

have a distinctly British

flavor to them.

When they do the square
dance, gentlemen dress in
tuxedos or dark suits, while
ladies sport long dresses
and hats. Preferably, both
wear white gloves.

That's how it is in the
Atlantic Coast province of
Limdén. At birthday parties,
baptisms, and anniversaries,
the call rings out: “Through
and through, well, ladies
chain, gentlement chain and
promenade...”

The square dance has its
roots in the aristocratic
English ballroom dances,
and after enjoying 200 years

of life under the names
Country Dance Round and
Country Dance Longways, it
began to influence dance
steps in 17th century France.
On the continent, French
dance teachers introduced
several of their own modi-
fications.

Slaves of African origin
learned the dance from their
British masters in Jamaica.
The geometric dance with its
distinctive cadence was
adopted in a process of cul-
tural assimilation. When
blacks arrived on the Costa
Rican coast at the end of
the 19th century, they
brought along this rich cul-
tural baggage.

Costa Rican anthropolo-
gist Floria Alvarez Mata dis-
covered that the square

dance as practiced on the
Caribbean coast has steps
described in a work by John
Playford, published in 1650
under the title he English
Master or Directions for Coun-
try Dance. The steps include
the sociable, the corkscrew,
the contradance, the Sir
Rogers, British Lancers, the
Prince Imperial, Saratoga
lancers, the royal lancer and
the basket cotillon.

“Due to racial prejudice
and cultural arrogance, the
real tradition of the square
dance remains obscure,”
said the anthropologist.
“"However, my research has
allowed me to demonstrate
the process of cultural as-
similation that has preserved
this distinctive dance over
several centuries.”
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ARGENT]NA Community Radio Stations parties

defends the I

1al standing of There is no |

ot young

the broadcasters, arquing imateurs in search of ad
are not operating venture, with dreams of

“We Want the Airwaves’’

it rather are "o« being disc-jockies, who put

'
i

space not an 'r a tew austral

piece by piece, a

o no single re transmitter, Finally, there
what the upsurge in are those who are in it for
icers stations 1€ the money, selling adver
were founded to serve th l ike regular commer
f ticular com cial stations
ural areas The different motivations
hese rest of the show through in the t
no country or stations located pregramming on these 1l
| their n urban neighborhoods that ternative atio Some
| Italy and. clos to hom n yroacdcasting it address the needs of an area vary little from the normal
} | small broadc The government and po several blocks wide. There ommercial fare. Others,
i § 50 overtly political fefining Y as com
statior organized na nunity or popular stations,
I rou ) ittempt to use their micro-
' s. including the n the
1 lical a e of the people
T ol It is now cultivated in
ST Y 120 countries, but approxi
e: yea 3 mately ) percent of the
\ world’s cigarettes are pro-
|

duced by four transnational

|
| 3 O AA
‘ such no- companies Philip Morris,
| AIDS, au R.J Reynolds, British
tomobile accidents, famine, American Tobacco Indus
nd terrorisr tries, and the German Fe-
T tir of t co de s Ruperts/
5 ostly frc } | thmar / owned
, ¢ ; Y ‘ The re
Vv n Nne t ning 60 percent ire
i | 1 ) tat NON(
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Tragically, the 'smoking

epidemic is on the rise

over a billion people now

part of the smoke, consuming almost

‘1 A growth product in the Third \Vorld world’'s culture and eco trillion cigarettes per

ot Lt el :
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year at an average of more
than half a pack a day. About
/3 percent more tobacco is
now than 20
years ago, Without a sudden
drop in smoking, lung can-

consumed

cer deaths, for example, will
almost certainly increase by
50 percent by the turn of
the century. Many of these
deaths will occur in nations
totally unprepared to deal
with them. Most hardhit will
be Third World
which account for 54 per-

nations,

cent of the world’'s popula-
tion.

Today, Third World
smokers consume about 25
percent of the world’s to-
bacco. Yet, they accounted
for nearly one third of the
global increase in tobacco
consumption over the past
10 years.

Halfdan
tor-general

Mahler, direc-
of WHO, said
that tobacco consu'mpt!on
was declining by 1.1 percent
a year in industrialized na-
tions and increasing by 2.1
percent in the South. “The
tobacco promoters seem de-
termined to turn developing
countries into their biggest
market,” he said.

The growing antismoking
crusade and strict tobacco
control laws in industrialized

countries have compelled

tobacco companies to seek
new markets, particularly in
Asia. They target mainly
young people and women -
the latter traditionally being
nonsmokers in many Asian
countries,

“The industry plans to
create demand among
Oriental females,” said

Gregory N. Connoly, a WHO
adviser. “If .wou have one
billion Orienfal females who
don’'t smoke as a market,
that would more than re-
place the quitters in Western
Europe and North America.”

U.S. tobacco companies
first shipped tobacco to the
Third World after World
War |l, under the Food for
Peace program. In the first
25 years of the program, the
U.S. exported almost US$1
billion worth of tobacco.

“A real epidemic of lung
cancer’’ will be the result of
the rise in smoking in the
Third World, according to
Dr. Roberto Masironi, coor-
dinator of the WHO pro-
gram on smoking and health
based in Geneva, Switzer-
land. He fears that the cur-
rent 600,000 new cases of
lung cancer reported world-
wide could rise to two mil-

lion by the year 2000. -
Lourdes B. Abulencia -
TWN/PNF.

Lines at the bank: thanks to the sanctions

PANAMA:

“It's Not Your Fight”

“Don’t dirty your hands
in this conflict which doesn't
belong to you.” So went the
appeal made by hundreds
of Panamanian women to
Puerto Rican soldiers serv-
ing in the United States
military.

The plea, signed by wo-
men from wvarious profes-
sions and social sectors,
went on to say: “Puerto Ri-
cans, dont fool yourselves.
Here, there are no seeds of
communism, nor of drugs.
Panama is simply a country
that wants to determine its
own destiny.”’

Approximately 50,000 Pa-
namanians have lost their
jobs as a result of the eco-
nomic sanctions applied by
the U.S. in March, according

to Mario Rognoni, minister
of Commerce and Industry,
and Minister of Labor César
Martans. Martans said that
there were 18,078 layoffs,
but added that the total in-
crease in unemployment
since the imposition of the
sanctions is 47,294,

These new recruits to the
army of unemployed, added
to the 89,371 already offi-
cially without work at the
end of 1987, increased the
unemployment rate to 17.2
percent.

Business sources indicate
that when the real figure of
new unemployed between
March and June is calcu-
lated, it could reach 75,000 —
putting the unemployment
rate over 20 percent.

HAITI:

Human
Rights
Leader
Murdered

Haitian
leader Lafontant Joseph was

human rights
murdered in July, allegedly
by individuals linked to the
government of General

Henri Namphy, who retook
power in a June coup that
overthrew President Leslie
Manigat, who had assumed
office four months earlier.
The Haitian Human Rights
Center called the assassina-
tion ‘‘a clear threat to all-
members of human rights
organizations,” that “con-
tradicts the promises made
by the military government
to respect civil rights.”” Labaor
and opposition groups con-
demned the crime, while the
government maintained of-

ficial silence.

Joseph, a lawyer, had de-
fended several opposition
political figures during the
provisional government un-
der Namphy's direction,
which ruled following the
ouster of dictator Jean-
Claude Duvalier in 1986.
Joseph ran for a Senate seat
on the slate of the National
Front for Coordinated Ac-
tion, a leftist coalition, in the

abarted November 1987
elections.
In March, Joseph ex-

posed fraudulent judicial
decisions made in favor of
individuals sympathetic to
ex-dictator Duvalier. The
decisions resulted in the
diversion of US$120 million.
The ensuing scandal forced
Manigat to fire two judges
and a public employee.

Christian Democratic
leader Sylvio Claude de-
nounced the assassination,
saying it demonstrates “that
the army feels secure e-
nough to kill opposition
leaders.”
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By Toby Shelley*

to the west

of the southern Algerian town of
Tindouf. The 167,000 inhabitants are

refugees from one of Africa’s smaller

and less publicized w Ihey are Sa

harawis, the people of the Western Sa-

hara who fled the Moroccan troops and

aircraft which swept into their hor

after the withdrawal of

remember their

sed Spanish rule

at the rp«
- » CHh = ~NAA -
arriv oNe IS Now ¢

h
cupied territori

-0C-
s suffer persecution and

discrimination at the hands of the for-
eign administrators, their security forces
and 100,000 Moroccan settlers. Fadli
Sa‘id was among 16 Saharawis who
escaped through enemy lines earlier
this year. She left behind four children

-

8 - third world

Spanish colonialism was
followed by Moroccan
occupation. In their
homeland and from exile,
the traditionally nomadic
Saharawi people continue
their quest for independence

massive

WESTERN SAHARA

OCCUPATION AND EXILE

in a Moroccan boarding school
in compensation, she was
reunited with a brother she
had not seen for 12 years and
is now free to speak her lan

quage and live as a Saharawi.

In the occupied territories

Fadli described the con

ditions In the occupied ter-

ritories: Saharawi ses and

vestock stolen by settlers
many of whom are impoverish
peasants from southern
Morocco, attracted by govern-
but without suffi
cient means to get by in the

Western Sahara; Saharawi

vomen afraid that their chil-
dren will be beaten if left alone

in the street; constant sur-

Saharawi

veillance of many

and undercover police

and informers at family
jatnerirs ;

hilst a U.N. mission to the
realol in 1975 met by

ss demonstrations, the sched

uled visit last year by a joint

ieleaation of representatives of

the U.N. and the Oraanization
f African Unity (OAU) was
preempted by Moroccan forces

A number of

were
detained and the Polisario

Front claims that at lea

I one

lied in prison

But crude repression is but

part of the story for Saharawis

who remain in their homeland

Bou Craa phosphate

h once employed 3,200
vi workers, now provide jobs for

) —who receive lower waz

1es than

they received under Spanish colonial

rule, according to Mohamed Touham-

mi, deputy leader of the

union
union

sacked

[:

Saharawi trade

federation. He maintains that
members were the first to be

and that unemployment and low

pay mean that many families in the oc-

cupied

territories depend on secret
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handouts from Saharawi traders.

The stereotype of the demoralized,
helpless refugee does not fit in the the
Tindouf camps, now the base for the
Saharawi Arab Democratic Republic
(SADR) - declared by the Polisaro Front
amid the chaos in 1976. Far from de-
pending on charity, Saharawi refugees
have embarked on a self-
reliance. Drawing on the Beduin skills

path of

of their recent past, they use or adapt
everything. Camel herds provide trans-
portation and limited amounts of meat,
milk, and leather. Metal debris from the
war is converted

rovers or ornate

into parts for land
cooking utensils.
Schools and hospitals have been built

with handmade bricks by women, while

LT
/
2 Y

Each camp is well-organized (see the
accompanying article, “A Mini-State."”).

A dynamic culture

There is another factor contributing
to cohesion in the refugee camps. The
Saharawis are proud of their distinctive
culture and do all they can to preserve
it. This said, the process of preserva-
tion is not one which treats traditions
as something to be preserved in a
Saharawi culture is seen as
something alive and constantly de-
help rather than a hin-
drance to social progress. Older Sahara-
how under Spanish co-
historic freedoms

museum.

veloping, a

wi recount

lonial their

rule

Contradicting the stereotype of the demoralized and helpless refugee

most men are fighting at the front.
Workshops manufacture clothing, car-
pets, sandals and tents. Craftsmen are
able to automatic rifles,

even

repair

replacing damaged components with

new ones, made without electrically-
powered tools. Most impressive of all, in
temperatures which reach 50 degrees
centigrade, in a barren expanse of sand
and rock, are vegetable plots, Currently
amounting to some 300 hectares, the
gardens provide nutrition for the old,
very young, and sick. A new factory-
farm, opened this year, produces 60,000
eggs per day.

Such organization cannot be im-
ported from European relief agencies.

journalis! who racently visitad

1988 - July/August No. 15

were eroded as the traditionally no-
madic people were forced to settle in
towns and women had no role outside
the
and women today is not something new
introduced by the Polisario Front, but
an example of a revolution turning to
the past for its inspiration. Similarly,
Saharawis are conscious that their un-
canny ability to navigate in the desert
is a not a skill learned from charts and
compasses but from their fathers and
grandfathers. Herbal medicines con-
tinue to be produced and used as an im-
portant part of basic health care. The
process of blending past into present
and so maintaining a distinctive and
functional cultural identity is particularly
evident in the summer. During those
months, older children on vacation

home. The equality between men

teach literacy skills to their elders. In so
doing, youngsters learn about their so-
cial history and maintain usage of the
hassaniya dialect — which otherwise might
be lost since the education system uses
standard modern Arabic and Spanish.
The Saharawis recently celebrated
the 15th anniversary of the founding of
the Polisario Front. The occasion was

A sewing circle: self-reliance

marked by the customary parades
and speeches, dancing and singing,
but the ceremonies represented more
than a simple morale-boosting bluster.
Through guerrilla warfare and diplo-
macy, the SADR has made much head-
way. Mauritania, an early adversary,
made its peace with the Saharawis; the
fledgling state is recognized by 71 coun-
tries and is a full member of the OAU.
The anniversary celebrations received
envoys and messages of support from
as far afield as India, Yugoslavia, and
Cuba, revealing the extent of its support
in the Non-Aligned Movement.
Suggestions that the Algerian-
Moroccan rapprochement in May would

third world-9
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spell doom for the SADR are brushed —/
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A Time for Negotiating

The reopening of relations between Algeria
and Morocco lead to speculation regarding talks
to end the conflict in northern Africa

— \ official carded the possibility of the
\
n ey 3 B g
By Antunes withdr: of Algerian support for the

Polisario Front. He noted that the re-

opening of relations between Algiers
and Rabat may help bring about neao-
tiations between Marocco and the front

months will be crucial

aran struggle,” added the

he wake of joint efforts by

the Organiza-

recognition o

inch a diplo

ffensive that will

ard a negotiated

accelerate mov

Abdelaziz at the solution

Tindouf, in He went on to emphasize that “The

decision to negotiate lies in the hands of

jeria, a high-ranking SADR

Mohammed Abdelaziz
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Spokespersons for the United
Nations announced in late July that

U.N. Secretary General Javier Pérez

King Hassan |l of Morocco. However,

de Cuéllar was putting the final tou-

the current ¢ sphere of internationa : X '
e cu t atmosphere of international ches on a peace plan for Westerr

detente makes it possible for Morocco Sahara. The plan was expected to be

to find an honorable solution to the

released in August
conflict.” He noted that an official state U.N

reopening

According to the

the

spokes

ment in reaction to the rapprochement Dersons recent of

made by the United States, the major relations between Morocco and Al-

Moroccan arms supplier, “made specific geria set the stage for possible cease-

mention of the need for a negotiated fire neqgotiations between Morocce
solution to the conflict in Western and the Polisario Front - as a prelude
Sahara to a referendum on the future of the

The first signs of diplomatic moves region

by the Polisario Front came in early The 12-year-old conflict is )
June at the Arab summit in Algiers territory with an area of
when a letter signed by the SADR pres square kilometers and just

inhabitants. It was occupied by Spair
1884 1976,

independence

ident was distributed to attending heads
of state. While abstaining from any per
sonal attacks on Hassan ||, the letter

between and when it

briefly won before

and Mau

withdrew

condemned Morocco's “attempt to take being invaded by Morocco

over, at any cost, the role played in the ritania. Mauritiania later

past by Spanish colonialism in the re from the conlfict

gion,” and invited Arab authorities to

The U.N.

reflect upon “the logic of advocating the

F

would certainly be

groundrules of a plebiscite on Wes-

the Polisario Front

the

lestinians

right to seif-government
while denying the same right to the
Western Saharan people.” tern Saharan self-determination, called
for by several resolutions passed by
both the U.N. anc

authorities have agreed in principle to a

1 the OALU. Moroccan

At stake: the plebiscite

As Abdelaziz emphasized in plebiscite but have refused to withdraw

at

an in

terview lNndouf, Morocco can no their troops and administators from the

longer pretend that its conflict in Sahara Sahara — a necessary move if the eleq
is actually with Algeria. (Among other tions are to be held in an atmosphere of

clear

Abdel:

Polisario Front position

made

freedom

things, this argument overlooks the fact

that the Saharans hold some 4,000 Mo- “There can be

roccan prisoners of war.) Yet, Hassan |l no plebisci > Moroccan army,
! failed 10 publicly state its willingness admir and colonists
10 neqotiate withdr wever, that the

High on the agenda for any talks bet front "is willing to turn over the ter-
wveen the Moroccan government and ritories to the U.N. and OAU, which
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A Polisario victory: showing off a captured Moroccan tank
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ransitional adminis-

will allow for the holding of

speaking to the interna

tional press follow a military |

at the Tindouf camps commemorating

the 15th anniversary of the Polisario
Front's first armed action, noted that the

reestablishment of diplo relations
betv Moroc Alc

result of "a change of attitude on the
part of the Moroccan government. It

Maorocce iations with
ain i want the

relations reestablished unconditionally
even though they know about the close
relations between the Algerians and the
Polisario Front

continued

believe, the

“that Algeria’s support of our

government may be stalling

“If Hassan |l really wants to

he will have to nego-

confl

with stated, reemphasiz-

us,
intention to

oroccan attempt to streng-

ng the Polisaric Front's

resist any v

then its hold on the Sahara

said that
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WESTERN SAHARA

A Mini-State

lFar from a depressing outpost, the Saharawi's refugee
camps are well-oiled models of an embryonic

\Yestern Saharan state

;”‘j’ J

ved
e Pol io Front at the Tin
I e pS
t wide .
J L= VILUEDS ¢ 8
what ster Saharar tate miaht
In the nmada
12 Most Wf the

Desert reliant on In-

ternationz mamaged to create a

miniature in exile -« 1

I of equality and p:
as cornerstones. Crime is virtually
ent in the camps, where the

jaimas {tents) are left unlocked

¥

Everybody works in this cashless so-

ciety, where

Y private property is limited

to tents, tools and utensils and the small

herds of sheep and goats raised by

some families
The camps are divided into four wi-
the

layas (provinces) bearing same

poetic names of major Western Saharan
cities: El Ayun (the Eyes), Smara (Dark

Skinned), Djala (Doorway) and Ausserd

nams cach wiuava 1s

divided into five or six dairas (groups of

s), organized into five

commitiees,

each responsible for a specific area: he-

production and supply

e, and administration

“We hold a People's Congress every

with the participation of the entire

population of the camps,” boasted

Mouloud Lahsen, a 33-year-old combat

ran. “That's when we dicuss our

and elect committee

heads

lems
and a president for each daira. Together

a doctor, a judge, a political

a representative of the

and
Saharan Crescent (the local Bed Cross),

these people make up the daira’'s Peo-

ple’s Council.”

On a higher level of the hierarchy,

daira and the regional

the

presidents,
directors of health, education,
Saharan Crescent and representatives of

the mass organizations - women, youth,

workers - make up the People’s Council

at each wilaya, which is presided over by



a provincial governor, a member of the
Political Bureau of the Polisario Front.
The bureau has 27 members, elected
along with the Executive Committee at
the Polisario Front's General Congress,
held every three years.

Children: the first priority

The camps are administered largely
by women, since most of the men are
stationed in the recovered territories of
Western Sahara, where a 35,000-strong
army engages the Moroccan invaders.

"“Even before Spanish colonization,
Saharawi women played an important
social role,” noted Maina Chejatu,

leader of the Saharawi Women's Union.
“"Her

sehold

role was to look after the hou-

and tribal economy whenever

1988 - July/August No. 15

The camps
are largely
administered by
women. Most
men are off at
the front

the men left for long trips in search of
the means of survival or to trade with
other tribes."”

The Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) and the International Red

Cross provide most of the humanitarian
aid. All goods entering from abroad or
produced in the camps are distributed
by the supply committees, with priority
going to children, hospitals, national
boarding schools and pregnant women.

Twelve years after settling in the Tin-
douf area with their famine-stricken
children, fleeing the Moroccan bomb-
ings, the Saharans have already estab-
lished the conditions to implement a
birth policy, a key if the Saharawi peo-
ple, whose population barely reaches
500,000, are to continue to put up a re-

sistance. "We are hoping for a political
solution to the conflict,” explained one
teacher, “But we know that it may take
many years. This is why children are
one of our priorities.”

The scarcity of fresh food, which for
years affected the nutrition level of
children at the camps, is gradually being
overcome. Water, available two or three
meters below the ground, is the area’s
only natural wealth. Thanks to the work
of agronomists educated in friendly
neighboring countries, this water supply
is enabling Saharawis to plant five large
vegetable gardens covering some 300
hectares — artificial oases in the middle
of the hammada. Two years ago, with
funds and technical assistance from the
UNHCR, the Polisario Front mounted in
the camps Africa’s largest poultry farm

third world - 13
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with a daily output of 65,000 eggs.
Each wilaya has an elementary

school, but when children reach the age
of 11, they are sent to national boarding
schools. Every three months, they are

granted a 10-day vacation to visit their

families. These boarding schools are

f-administered: Students do nearly

all the work, from cleaning their rooms

to serving meals at the 3 At
] there's a lot of confusion iugned
5 fire v of
choo hildrer
earn how to share responsibility
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t tur it )
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Cldudia Antunes The Saharawis are Muslims with a tradition of individual choice
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Angolan citizens: at the end of a long wait for peace?

The foundations for peace in southern
Africa seem to have been laid out during
the third round of talks between Angola,
Cuba, South Africa and the United States.
A list of 14 points, agreed upon in New
York in mid-July, should serve as the basis
for a forthcoming peace treaty. The
agreement includes wording that would
guarantee the sanctity of borders, assure
non-interference in the affairs of
neighboring countries, and start a process
to grant independence to Namibia, now
occupied by South Africa, in accordance
with United Nations Security Council
Resolution 435/78.

The New York meeting came on the heels
of a June meeting in Cairo between Angola
and South Africa after which both sides
had expressed "quarded optimism." In the
words of a neutral observer, the South
Africans seemed initially intent on blocking

1988 —July/August No. 15

the negotiations by making "absurd and
impertinent” demands that were promptly
rejected by the Angolan delegates.
However, the apartheid regime appears to
have come around on the crucial issues of
respect for the national integrity of Angola
and Namibian independence.

South Africa's position seems to have
deteriorated on all fronts. Militarily, its
troops have been held at bay and even lost
ground in certain areas inside Angola.
South Africa seems lo realize that a victory
on the battlefield is virtually impossible. At
home, the apartheid government is faced
with mounting protests by the black
majority. Diplomatically, Pretoria risks
losing its most important ally, the United
States, should Michael Dukakis win the
November presidential election.
Meanwhile, Pretoria claims to be at work
on a domestic reform package that would

Their reasons
may be different.
but Angola,
Cuba, South
Africa and the
United States
all seem to
want the same
thing — peace in
southern Africa.
An agreement
on basic points
fuels hope for a
peace treaty

include the creation of a National Council
on which the country's black majority
would be represented by a white minister.
Nevertheless, blacks would still be denied
the right to vote because, according to
President Pieter Botha, they "don't know
how to vole.”

Through June, the apartheid regime was
continuing to dispatch special commandos
for attack and sabotage missions in
neighboring countries (two commandos
were arrested in Gaberones, the capital of
Botswana, that month). As for the U.S., the
administration of President Ronald Reagan
continues to play its usual ambiguous
game. Despite claiming to support peace in
southern Africa, Reagan recently
welcomed to Washington Jonas Savimbi,
head of the counterrevolutionary UNITA
guerrilla force, which receives aid from
South Africa.

third world - 15
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Angolan President dos Santos

By Jodo Melo

 irst, Angolans talk with North

Americans. Then South Afri-

cans, Angolans, Cubans and
North Americans sit at a negotiating
table in London to discuss the same
subject that the Soviet Union and the
U.S. have been talking about off and on
for years. The Portuguese, who ruled
Angola for five centuries, keep an eye
on things, but so far have refused to
play more than a minor role.

Early this year, however, peace ne-
gotiations in southern Africa seemed to
pick up momentum, giving rise to cau-
tious- hopes about peace in at least one
of the world’s three major trouble spots
- the others being Central America and
the Middle East.

At their June summit, Reagan and
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev went
as far as establishing a deadline -
September 29 — for a global solution of
the southern African problem. The date
is not devoid of symbolism: It marks the
10th anniversary of the United Nations
Security Council Resolution 435/78 on
Namibian independence — which South
Africa accepted on paper in 1978 but has
so far failed to adhere to.

16 — third world

U.S. official Chester Crocker with P.\V. Botha

The focus of the discussions has
been a proposal advanced by Angola in
August 1986, under which the Angolan
government would agree to the with-
drawal of Cuban forces from its territory
- a long-stading obsession with U.S.
and South African authorities - if and
when the 12,000 South African troops
who invaded Angola are called back
home, Namibia becomes independent,
and both the U.S. and South Africa stop
supporting the UNITA counterrevolu-
tionary guerrillas bent on toppling the
government of President José Eduar-
do dos Santos.

In March, Angola and Cuba pre-
sented the U.S. — which has acted as a
go-between with South Africa — with a
proposed schedule for the withdrawal of
Cuban troops. Following an unpre-
cedented meeting in London on May 3
and 4, Angolan, Cuban, U.S. and South
African representatives admitted that
“some progress” had been made to-
ward an overall agreement on southern
Africa.

On May 13, Pretoria’s Foreign Mi-
nister “Pik” Botha met with Angolan
Justice Minister Franca Van Dunem in
Brazzaville, Congo, to examine the An-
golan proposal in further detail. Both
parties said they were “very pleased” as
they left the meeting — setting the stage

Cuba’s Fidel Castro

for another round of talks between An-
golan, Cuban, U.S. and South African
officials.

Converging interests

The four countries directly involved
in the process desire peace for very dif-
ferent reasons. Nevertheless, a rare mo-
ment seems to have arrived when a
convergence of interests may make an
accord possible,

At first, South Africa’s readiness to
participate in the peace talks caused
considerable surprise — and suspicion -
among foreign observers. Journalist
John Clements, of Inter Press Service.
quoted certain Western experts as not-
ing that such willingness was prompted
by “serious military setbacks experi-
enced lately by South Africa" in the
conflict with Angola. The British maga-
zine Southscan reported that South
Africa would like to get out of a touchy
military situation that doesn’t seem to
be getting any better. And Tony Banks,
a press officer at Jane's Defence Weekly,
noted that, over the past year, the mili-
tary situation in Angola has deteriorated
for South Africa.

Reports from the battlefield seem to
confirm these assessments. According
to Southscan, South Africa lost 400 men
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in the Cuito Cuanavale battle, a figure
that the South African peace movement
placed perhaps more accurately at 450
Cuito Cuanavale is a small but strateqgic
location in southeastern Angola which
1,000 South African troops, reinforced
by thousands of UNITA fighers, had
been trying to occupy since September
1987. According to Angolan authorities

Pretoria’s objective was to gain a strong

foothold in Angolan territory to make
UNITA a legitimate party in the peace
negotiations. In other worcds, a victory at
Cuito Cuanavale would have aiven the
apartheid regime increased bargaining

power in the forthcoming peace talk

The Angolan army’s resistance, hov

el which independent observ
somethinag of a historic feat
since the Angolan troops were the first
black army to defeat apartheid sol

the situation. The Brit-

SOUTHERN AFRICA

ing the military edge and higher morale
In addition, Angola embarked in May on
a number of military maneuvers, with
the aid of Cuban troops, aiming to re-
gain control over the Cunene province
which has been almost entirely occupied
by South Africa for the past 10 years
South Africa feebly protested against
such troop movements, given that they
coincided with the opening of the peace

talks, but the fact remains that Anc

is legitimately defending its territory
Angola’'s desire to restore peace in

Africa stems from its nee

The governments of Angola,

Cuba, Shouth Africa and the
United States agreed to 14 points
that are designed to serve as the
basis for a peace treaty in southern
Africa. They covered the following
aspects of the conflict:

United Nations Resolution - The
parties agreed to set and recommend
a date to begin the implementation
of U.N. Security Council Resolution
435/78, which calls for Namibian
independence.

Namibia -~ The governments of
Angola and South Africa are to co-
operate with the U.N. Secretary Ge-
neral to assure Namibian indepen-
dence through free and just elections.

Cuban troops — Cuban troops will
be moved in stages from southern to
northern Angola.

Borders - The signatories agree to
respect the sovereignty and inde-

The 14 Points

pendence of the other countries as
well as their territorial integrity and
the sanctity of their borders.

never accept a peace treaty unless it

ensures country’s security and ter-

ritorial integrity,” pointed out the news-

yaper Altualidade Angolana, published in

|
R I
8]

Brazil by Angop, the Angolan news

agency
The U.S. is interested in accelerating
the peace process because it is con-

vinced that this is the only way to get

Cuban soldiers out of Angola — and

Namibian youngsters: equal rights

Non-interference — The signa-
tories agree to not meddle in the af-
fairs of the other states.

Use of force — The signatories
agree not to use force to threaten the
territorial integrety and indepen-
dence of the other states.

Neutrality — The signatories ac-
cept responsibility to assure that their
territories are not used for acts.of
war, aggression or violence against
the other states.

The Namibian people - The sig-
natories recognize the right of the
people of “the region of Southwest
Africa” to self-determination, in-
dependence and equal rights.

Monitoring — Verification and con-
trol will be part of the agreement.

Negotiations — The parties agree
to assume the obligations of the
agreement in good faith and to re-
solve any ensuing differences by
negotiation.

U.N. Security Council - The per-
manent members of the U.N. Se-
curity Council should play a role in
the implementation of the accord.

Peace - Each country is guarante-
ed in principle the right to develop-
ment and social progress.

Aid - International and African
cooperation are to play a role in ad-
dressing the development problems
of southern Africa.

United States - The mediating
role of the U.S. government was duly
noted.
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getting the Cubans out of Angola has
been a central issue for the Reagan ad-
ministration for years. The only reason
why the U.S. has not achieved this goal
is that it has consistently rejected An-
gola’s demands for safeguards against
South African invasions

Now that the Reagan administration

w

IS coming to an end, the U seems
more willing to respond realistically to

To be
government would still

the southern African conflict
the U.S

like to perst

sure,

e Angolan authorities to
negotiate with UNITA, but it appears
that the White House is now convinced
that Savimbi’s men are not capable of
winning the war and that it may be pre-
ferable for Washington to negotiate di-

rectly with the Angolan authorities

Gratuitous speculation

negotiations in southern Africa

beginning, been the

vestern meaqia 1]
recents r
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e a + the facte al 't
> et (S
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Africa. Peace negotiations, according to
this perspective, got moving only be
cause Gorbachev wants to withdraw
fram the region. News of purported

secret meetings between the Soviets

and South Africans, and even between

the Soviets and UNITA, have also found
their way into the Western media. Such
speculation stems from the notion that
Angola, as a non-aligned country, may

fall or has already fallen under the Sovi-

et si of influence
1 - Iy 2 A nanlana » { ’ | ~
Aluahgage Angolana noted that "“des

pite aggressions and a fierce misinfor-

mation campagn
alic < L

the country

3l pe intiatives 1o ga

> have come

from Angola. Angola did not wait for

to come to power in the

Soviet Union

Resolution 4 8 on Na-
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or example

ved by the United Nations in 1978
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some of the parties involved in the ne-
gotiations, including the leaders of other
interest in the area,
3ut, unlike the U.S.,
the USSR is unwilling to play a me-

countries with an

such as Portugal

diating role, as Viadimir Petrovsky,
Soviet vice minister for Foreign Rela-
has made clear

tions He explained that

the Soviet Union "has no interests on

the subcontinent other than normal

diplomatic relations.” The Soviets have
also added that, as long as South Africa
continues to threaten and launch its at-
the USSR will con-

tinue to extend military support to the

tacks on Angola

dos Santos government
The position of the Southwest Afri
(SWAPO)

movement,

can People’'s Organization

the Namibian nationalist

regarding the negotiations has also

been the object of wild speculation in
some W ern media. A number of
newspapers have suggested that Angola
has forsaken (AP 1 exchanage for a
suspension of South African aid to
UNITA - althouagh any responsible ob
server knows that this would be suicidal
for Angola, s country’'s security
| itertwined with the independence of

1a, now used by South Africa as a

launching attat ind infiltra
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Commenting on such speculations,
SWAPO Information Secretary Hidipo
Hamutenya said in Luanda that his or-
ganization "trusts that the ongoing ne-
gotiations will not run counter to the in
terests of the Namibian people.” He
revealed that the Angolan president
SWAPO
that Angola will never enter into an

assured leader Sam Nujoma

agreement that may compromise Na

mibia’s independence. President dos

Santos reinterated the importance of
the Namibian question to a solution of
the southern African conflict and said
that

enforcement of Resolution 435/78

Angola will continue to demand

The crisis at UNITA

The

stand to

UNITA

the

counterrevolutionaries

lose most with the

nomentum gained by the peace nego-
tiations in southern Africa. The defeat of
South African troops at Cuito Cuana-
vale, where the apartheid regime would
like to have deployed Savimbi's men
UNITA

pseudo credibility it needed to earn a

prevented from acquiring the
place at the negotiating table. In April,
Savimbi

nalists that the

complained to foreign jour
Jotha government had
informed him that it planned to begin
negotiations with Angola without in-
sisting — as it had consistently done ear-
lier = on UNITA participation

South Africa went to the May meetings

Indeed,

alone

The failure to insert Savimbi as a
legitimate party in the negotiations has
begun to have disruptive effects within
UNITA, According to Philip Nel, direc-
tor of the South African Institute for
Soviet Studies of the University of Stel-
lembush, the Angolan contras are in-
creasingly divided into countless fac-
tions that have begun to question Sa-
vimbi's authority. Nel adds that the U.S
has been kept informed about such in-
ner conflicts at UNITA through special
observers, mostly university students
with links to thes U.S, Central Intelli-
gence Agency

Even the conservative Portuguese
press, which never made a secret of its
sympathies for UNITA, has exposed the
organization's internal conflicts, The
weekly Expresso, for instance, reported
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Angolan youths: a generation that has grown up with war

in April that “tensions are very high” in
UNITA camps in Jamba, near the bor-
der with Namibia, as a result of so-
called persecution of several members
who oppose Savimba's leadership.
Among those “persecuted,” according
to the weekly, is Wilson dos Santos,
who for years has represented UNITA
in Lisbon.

Expresso also noted the serious divi-
sion in the UNITA structures in the Por-
tuguese capital — which is the organiza-
tion's most important foreign base -
especially among the younger members
of the counterrevolutionary group. The
Savimbi's followers

conflict among

was triggered by a number of protests
voiced by André Yamba Yamba, who
held the UNITA leader “directly respon-
sible for numerous crimes and serious
violations of human rights, including the
murder of Brigadeer Xandovava,” one
of the best known military leaders of the
Angolan contras. According to Yamba
Yamba, “there is a serious discrepancy
between UNITA's image as it is pres-
ented abroad and the reality in UNITA-
controlled areas.”

Cautious expectations
“Moderate optimism’‘ is an accurate

third world - 19
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MIDDLE EAST

PALESTINI

A Veneer of Law

Military law in the occupied territories is designed to stymie
Palestinian political, economic and social activity

hen lsrael's troops swept into
the West Bank in June 1967, Is
raeli lawyers and administrators
International law

were not far behind

permits an occupying force to ensure
the security of its personnel and to

safequard the well-being of the inhabi

tants of an occupied territory. Other

wise, preexisting legislation is para

mount. lIsraeli Military Order (N
states
Article 1: the

which entered the area today has the

Israeli Defense force

authority to ensure security and order

Every one of almost 2,000 subse-
quent military orders has been prefaced
with such a reference to security, thus
lending a thin veneer of legitimacy to an
administrative process which has littie

to do with anyone's curity. or well

being and a great deal to do with weak
ening the ability of the Palestinians to
engage in any form of collective activ
ity: political, economic or social. Under-

lining this is the fact that Israeli settlers

in the occupied territories are not sub

ject to rules drawn up by the military

government

Harking back to the Defense (Emer-

Regulations imposed by the

aencyv)
aency

British Mandate in the Israeli oc

cupation forces maintain a battery o

I'"lﬁl‘""h‘il\-'t' measuregs fl‘f‘! use against

political activists. Th range from the

right of any Israeli soldier to make an

yirrest or search premises without

holding of

warrant (MO 378) and the

prisoners for periods of 18 days without

access to a lawyer, to the imposition of

town arrest orders, renewable

six-month internment orders, demo
lition of the houses of untried suspects
and deportation without trial. Inter
national pressure led to the suspension
of internment and deportation in the
1970s, but were rein-

Pa

sanchions

these
trocduced by lIsraeli Labor irty Prime
Minister Shimon Peres in 1985 as part
of his “lron Fist Policy.”

Since the intifada uprising) began in
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Israeli troops: exercising “the authority to ensure security and order”

early December 1987, they have been

used with ar greater ferocity. By May

1988, some 1,700 Palestinians were

interned. among them, tre union

student leaders, doctors, and

40 percent of all local journalists. Ur

article 312 of the 1945 Defense (emer-

000 Palestinians

gency) regulations, Z

have been orted since 1967, includ-

]

ing 20 through May 1€

|
in the

ta alone, 14 houses

Bank village

ere dynamited by troops in April and

men departed from their homeland,

he 1949 Geneva

in contravention of
Qrnt

Convention. In the last week of the same

month, no less th of the 27 refugee

camps in the occupied territories were
under curfew - affecting some 400,000
101, all publica-

people. Under MO

al nature (including

tions of a politi
inscriptions on tombstones) require a
military permit. The same diktat forbids
the displaying of the colors of the Pa-
lestinian flag.

1967

Prior to the invasion, local

yurts in the West Bank were adminis

by the Minister of Justice

military official and the

prohibited from calling on s

el to appear, unless military per-
mission is first sought. Even more dis-
turbingly, MO 3 (later updated) has es-
tablish
convene in the military headquarters in

five military courts which
the major towns of the West Bank. It is

the local military governor who decides

ch cases go before these courts anc

he appoints military personnel as so-
called judges

Thus,

collaborators accused of cri-
mes may be |

protected by being tried
by their masters while children accus-
ed of stone-throwing may be sen-

here is no system of

tenced to prison. T
appeal

Brutal as such repression is, it is only
the tip of the iceberg. By 1984, almost
half of the 935 military orders applied to
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PALESTINE

the West Bank were of an economic
nature. The most crucial are those
which affect rights to land and water. By
1967, only one-third of the land in the
West Bank had been registered in the
name of individual land users

Technically, the rest was still under
Ottoman land law which fell into disuse

after 1917 and which gave the Sultan

ed MO 59 ic je tracts have
been declared state land and so seized
by Israeli settlers. MO 58 declares that
any land belonging to a person who left
before, during, or a

un Wi 1 huge

|
r June

1967 i1s an absentee owner whose pro-
5 of
ar and even people who hap-
pened to be in Jordan during the inva-
sion have been deprived of 40,500 hec-

land. With another 101,000

hectares being declared land closed for
military purposes, the occupation au-
thorities have deprived the Palestinians
f 50 percent of the land in the
This enforced proletari-

n of the Palestinian peasantry is

22 - third world

further effected by MO 92 which places
the transportation, extraction, provision
consumption, sale, distribution, super-
vision, allocation, and researching of
water under military jurisdiction, thus
allowing settlers to consume, per capita
18 times as much water as Palestinians
and facilitating the draining of water

West Bank aquifer inside |s-

from the

rael’'s 1948 borders.

In 1985, Professor

Mohamed Shadid

of the Bank

vV est

University of An

Najah, in Nablus
reported to the LU-

Nations that

nited

flag waves [right)

y permits had been granted for
stinian agricultural wells while
12 had run dry. Further res-

lanting or grafting of
replacement of dead

trees

Even ornamental trees require a
licence from the military governor.
Under MOs 47 and 49, no goods may be

(1]

ported from or imported into the

est Bank without a military license and

les the military governor to

e
|

specify the route to be taken by any
produce which is transported. It is, then,

I
hardly surprising that between 1966

: the area of cultivated land in
the West Bank fell by 22 percent and

between 1967 and 1983 the number of

olive presses in the area declined by one
third

The closure of all Palestinian banks in

1967, plus strict limits on the import of
finance (tightened further since the
does not
autonomous Palestinian in-

beginning of the uprising)
only limit
vestment in the local economy, it also
imposes strictures on international aid
Professor Shadid demonstrates that the
military authorities their

use power to

approve ar reject projects to skew ex-

penditure away from economic deve-
lopment and towards consumption-
oriented works

Not

West Bank economy at the point of

content with sabotaging the

production, the lIsraeli occupation au

thorities also seek to control educational

nstitutions and so teaching

prevent

Israelis arrest a Palestinian (left); the banned Palestinian

oriented towards developing a national
which could
Palestinian
economy that is not dependent on Israel
for jobs and goods. MO 854 is the most
notorious of such orders. It
educational institutions to apply for a
| se from the military authorities and

consciousness or skills

the survival of a

£

forces

allows those authorities to veto both
students and teachers. Only 40 of the
160 trade unions and professional as-
sociations in the occupied

have official permits, the rest existing

territories

illegally. MO 825 controls those with
licences. It allows the military governor
to expel any member from a union, to
ban ex-prisoners from election to union
posts, and to know the names of all
nominees for elections.

The Palestinian uprising which began
last December has shaken the occupa-
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Two forms of resistance: Palestinian youths hurl rocks (above), and a shop closed
in protest is forced open by Israeli soldiers (below)

tion to its roots. On the superficial level,
demonstra-
ions has shown that Palestinians armed

the continuation of mass
with nothing more than stones and
petrol bombs are quite prepared to take
on the most powerful army in the Mid-
dle East, irrespective of casualties. The

Palestine Liberation Organization es-
timated that 350 people had been killed

by late June 1988, with 3,400 perma-
nently disabled and 22,000 arrested. Yet
these figures do not demonstrate the
of the challenge to the might of
Certainly the

occupation uprising

vian disdain for bullets

tear military courts and beatings

gas,
but, perhaps more importantly, it
monstrates a determination to reverse

Israel’'s attempts to turn the occupied
territories into an annex of the Zionist
economy
After 20 years of discrimination, the
150,000 legal and illegal migrant work-
ers, mostly dispossessed peasants, who
sraeli factories, building sites,
and

farms, have hit back by staging

weekly strikes. So severe have these
been that Israeli employers have started
importing workers from Lebanon and
Portugal. For all of the military orders
aimed at crippling the West Bank econ-
omy, the uprising, coordinated by po-
pular committees, has united the com-
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munity in attempts to lessen its. eco-
nomic dependence on Israel by instigat-
ing a campaign of voluntary work on the
land, and the donation of industrial and
agricultural production to the families of
the dead, wounded, and imprisoned.
Palestinian employers have been told to
take on workers who now refuse to work
occupation forces. Landlords

«ed to waive rent demands.

for the
have been as
Sales of Israeli goods in the West Bank

and Gaza Strip may have fallen by as
much as 25 percent.

Financially speaking, the intifada is
bringing the Israeli occupation to its
knees. In 1986, Israeli researchers calcu-
lated that taxes raised (contrary to inter-
national law) in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip defrayed the costs of occupation.
Since December, |srael has been forced
to pay the price of its rule. Refusals to
pay taxes have brought to the verge of
bankruptcy the so-called Civil Adminis-
tration, a body under the authority of
the military governor, set up under MO
947 to administer local services. The mi-
litary costs of occupation have risen by
US5555 million per month and the length
of service for Israeli reservists has been
extended, with repercussions for the Is-
raeli economy. Furthermore, the dam-
age 1o Israel's reputation in Western
Europe has cost it the ratification of
trade agreements with the European
Community, worth some S50 million in

loans. The tourist industry is also suf-

fering.

Palestinians has proved beyond doubt
that
complex, legalistically-phrased attempts
to control every aspect of life, can quash
a people’s desire for national libera-
tion, L

neither military repression nor

Toby Shelley
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A Strange but True Plebiscite

oreign observers are skeptical, but the Chilean opposition is taking
seriously the chance to defeat Pinochet at the polls

Registering to vote: General Pinochet, the firstcitizen to sign up

the manner In

authoritarian go nis nor-

the Chilean mili-

preparing to consult its citizens

ould govern

constitution, a

committee composed of the comman-

ders in chief of the three branches of the

military and the of the national

police are to name a presidential

candi-

date to be submitted to popu
that candidate wins a majority, he or she

If not, free

will govern for eight years

and open elections must be held by the

outside Chile believe that the

24 — third world

piebisci

will end the 15-year personal

seneral Augusto Pinochet. “Dic-
don’t call elections to lose
goes the argument put forth by

have

who
Chilean

s. Maybe the European politicians

met

opposition

growing number of

that
chance

believe the plebiscite

represents a real to strip Pi

nochet of power and send the soldiers

back to their barracks. That is why a

Chilean columnist wrote: “The coming

days will constitute, without doubt, one
of the strangest periods in Chilean

history.’
Pinochet: feeling his oats

An examination of some basic ele-

ments of the Chilean political picture

help set the current scene

- the
long

country’s
150-vear-old,
democratic tradition
that has forced the
military govern-
ment to offer be-
sides law and order
--a return to demo-
cratic forms of gov
ernment, which are
incompatible with
the way things have
operated over the

past 15 years

the personality
of Pinochet - a sim-
ple but astute indi-
vidual with grandio
se notions about the
extent of his power,
that
nothing will happen

who believes
to decrease his
authority;

- an opposition
united around the
campaiqn for a No vote: In February, 15
years of infighting was put aside, and
t

formidable pro-No politic

ver to form a

al bloc - the

latest addition being the Communist

Party, which will run an independent

campaign

number of firms that

survived economic liberalism ap-
plied by the government and have been
able to compete internationally in se-

veral product areas. Chile is no longer a

monoexporter. No will be

.1&:-!("

government
to disregard this sector in the fu-

ture;

- well-equipped armed forces, educ-
ated in the Prussian tradition and proud

of having never lost a war. (Chile has
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fought two wars, in addition to the so-
called pacification campaign against the

Mapuche Indians.)
Dicatorship on the decline

The dynamic interplay of these ele-

ments -

along with the Catholic Church,

which wields a great deal of influence

among the people for its clear and firm

defense of human rights during the dic

!;I’.[Jl‘:‘hli‘l - paint an unclear picture from

which various different results are pos-

sible. And 1988 really is “a strange period"”

who

2 events must be scrutinized daily

But if one looks past the i medi

events and examines the evolution of

the military regime, one can claim, wi-

thout f that no mat-

ir of being wronq,
ter what the result of the plebiscite, the
control of the military - and the-
refore Pinochet = over Chilean society is
on the decline, Just a year ago, political

parties were illegal. As soon as the re-

gime allowed the formation of parties
four oppaosition groups sprung up. They
are active throughout the country and
have even gained access to television, a
medium that the government had com-

pletely controlled until now

The opening in the country’s political

and cultural environment is a significant
one. Emerging from the existential pes-
simism and the corresponding demo-

ation that charac

erized 1987, a state

feverish organizing has taken over —

in the those

preparation of

chosen to monitor the plebiscite for the

also Indicate an

pinion pt‘s“‘w

change in relation to las

987, Pinochet was considered

those

unbes by the majority of

questioned. Today, on the other hand

the proportion of No votes would be
double that of the Yes votes in the cities,
the No tally would

ile in rural are

maintain a three or four point advant

age. There is nothing to assure that the

final transition to democracy will be
made without traumas later on, but it

can be affirmed that this transition has
already begun in the daily lives of Chi
leans - prior to the plebiscite, indepen
dent of Pinochet

It is strange and hard to understand
but it is happening o
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CHILE

A No Campaign

The opposition is united and well-organized
in its campaign to defeat Pinochet

he upcoming plebiscite is an in-
strument of popular consultation
mandated by Chile's 1980 cons-
titution — passed at the time by the gov-
ernment

over the of the

With

complaints
Chile's

agreed to

opposition time, demo-

cratic forces accept the

ground rules. “The opposition

ended up accepting the rules of the

game imposed by the regir

spokesperson for the campaign for a No
vote. “"We demand only that it be open

and fair

The Yes supporters claim that a No

Vil would lead the country into
che They have also stated that it

wards for

represent a st

would -
the country, a return to the days of the

ernment of the late-

Popular Unity gt

President Salvador Allende, overthrown

by General Augusto Pinochet in the

1973 coup.

Some commentators in

Santiago
believe that those who wrote the cons-
those who supported it,

titution, and

assumed that the No vote would never

win. But now the plebiscite is a political

fact, and the government and its sup-

porters are being carried by the tide of

popular mobilization to

they have created.

Coming together

The political forc
together in the

that are banding

No campaign in Chil

(1]

upcoming p

viscite took another step
forward in June when they announced
the formation of a Presidents Council

and an Executive Committee to oversee

the effort.

Patricio Aylwin, president of the

Christian De Party (DC), »

named spokesperson for the council.
f

mocratic ds

e

the mer the Exe-

introduced

cutive Commitee: Andrés Zaldivar (DC)
Silva

Cimma of the Radical

Ricardo Lagos of the Party for

Enrique
Party,
Democracy, José Tomas Séaenz of the
Humanist Party, Lusi Maira of the Chris-
tian Left and repr
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x publicizing the campaign and its ob-
jectives outside the country. At the same
SEt for OCtOber tme, It will respond to international
queries regarding the campaign and
General Augusto Pinochet per- serve as the contact for international
sonally confirmed the schedul- solid
ing of the plebiscite for this October that o
and called on his supporters to “not be informing foreign leaders visiting
take victory for granted.” Chile about how the plebiscite is being
Speaking to hundreds of youths in oraanized
the city of Concepcidn, the 72-year- support for APAINDE with respect to
old general, the only candidate in the the presence of foreign observers
referendum, said that Yes forces

aroups. Its members believe

v of the most important task will

include providing

must “work as if we were in trouble, A massive presence

as if we were tied” to defeat the No

Carﬂpaign' Legislators from 45 countries 217
The official press gave big play to individuals = had confirmed by late July

a public opinion poll undertaken by their intention to serve as observers
the Chilean branch of the transna- The number was expected to increase
tional Gallup Poll, according to which topping 300, according to
Yes votes held a 42.1 percent to 334

percent advantage over the No votes, the

The poll showed that 24.5 percent re-
mained undecided. All of the Gallup criticized the pr
polls have shown the Yes forces servers. Recently
ahead, contradicting polls by other invitees as puppets, warning that his

f APAINDE, which is handling

tations

e Chilean government has openly

e of foreian ob-

het labeled the

organizations, which give the lead to vernment will “not permit foreign
the No forces. ervers for the plebiscite 1s estab-

lished by the Chilean electoral law

onger languaage, | stated |
do {1 a t f ming e itch
The law prohibits their entry into polling
But (the opposition) is calling on
1 see the fraud, because in
tt i D itis a of getting mo
' hat ti heen their
best | nuch for vou O mut for
f And then ey ay that there's
, p

! I pr dent continued It they
I there ni r d n that e're
[ But if they lose, there is. It is a way
of fooling the world. These are traitors

N ind national sellouts!
15 that APAINDE responded to Pinochet's
harges by emphasizing that Pinochet
| n na the opposition “because
re he is losing and that is keeping him
that from remaining calm as a man in his
position should.”” The spokesperson reil
terated that reaardless of Pinochet's ob-
" = noliti ¥ T o presided over by ections. international observers “‘will
d the armed forces over the rapid and Juan Somavia. It tive to ta Ip me here | enter polling places, as
v transition to democracy.” substar ne peration f an ermitted by law, The majority of the
T Cc international character related to the N people will cosign our invitation and
ine it campaign Pinochet's threats will have no real
it The commission is responsible for effect.” ®
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Manifest
Violence

Anyone who raises a voice
for human rights or
attends a dance in the union
hall may fall victim
to the country's pervasive
violence, says a Colombian
labor leader. Finding a
solution will not be easy

Interview by Aldo Gamboa

ven dancing can be a dangerous

thing to do in Colombia

At least that's one of the con

usions that can be drawn from third

vl
I

woriag s

interview with Colombian labor

eader Hector Fajardo Abril during
it dio de Janeiro. Farjardo, a teacher
by trade, represents the teachers union

n the Unitary Central of Workers (CUT)
federati accounting for percent

f the Colombian labor movement

Anvone who speaks out in defense of
human rights becomes a target forr
ght-wing paramilitary groups Fajar
do noted. Their methods vary - tron
sniper attempts to frontal attacks on ru

workers holding a party or dant

It has turned into genocide, the mas

y of workers,” Fajardo lamented

SaCre
This violence is escalating within the
ontext of a war

sition guerrillas and the government

they cannot win

sed that the

Fajardo stres

IT is intent on helping to

solution to the

negotiate a peaceful

Colombian conflict

does the cn of violence in C
§ - - i - § 4
ymbia manifest itself
The clearest nonstration of the

violence is the absolute lack of respect
for human life and human right:
"

murcders t

In Colo

Not

nbia place

claily only do they revolu
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COLOMBIA

The streets of Bogota: a march demanding an endl 1 lence

iittee in Antioquia. Pri

ind maagistrates are murdered. No po-

ed from this criminal wa minister of labor in

the previot

We are pained in by the vernment, has been threatened with
deaths of our activists pained sice presidents, res-

by the deaths of the querril soldiers

ation of

in combat

and police officers who Teachers

We believe death. Plus, comrade

imited to

member

Vorkers Union of C

Agraria. |

been

have al

threatened

0
The number of CUT

Has the CUT come o) | members who
imilitary groups have receiv ieath threats tops 1,1
In almost two years since the CUT has this repres-

was founded, 167 leaders and members sion taken on?

have been murdered — including three

The

eliminations, in a

members of the directorate dirty war'" started with physical

national

Moreover, the president of the CUT, an selective and indivi-

third world




A CUT demonstration

The origins

o

N many ways

1 the absence o

ack of channels

ation, of the |"-.l'.'--l|"‘|li\~ 1o
| 1 1ocracy. hat, for
4] 1 many it 1l 10
{ ter ’ 1o I int
ruqc n al rnative

H.OMBIA

ire root
I dembc

ol partic

pxereise
oY [
in the
) armed
th LT

AV CREARARE
SEN

TE COM LA

ec

aovernment. if i

1.000 members of the labor federation have received death t

h represents a la

anc has a gre

nomic quilds no

hreats

ation that

oposed 10

palitical

tolence and

lombians
mocratic

not
Catholic

raqe num-

sat cdeal ot

t involved

e guerrilla move



Burying victims of the Mejor Es

nents, if they really want peace; and all
of the social and popular sectors
Together, these groups should pro-
pose the search for peace, an end to the
violence, and the incorporation of the

CuT

now

guerrilla movement into civil life

believes, as | do persanall

more than ever it is ne iry 1o streng

civil, democratic society W are

looking for a political solution because

40 vyears of guerrilla struggle have

shown us that the armed movement has

not won over the people for the insur-

rectional project to take power
There exi sts among the guerrilla and

the army the belief that neither has the

capacity to defeat the other, and vice

Therefore maintain this con-

versa

i

fraontation for mu longer doesn’t

make much sense, because we are sure

that it would be maintained at a high
social cost and without much hope for

the future

In what context is this search for peace
developing?
This task is marked by the confron
tion that exists between those in favor
survival and growth
The

fascist, reactionary forces are organizing

of democr acy, 11s

and those in ror of fascism

the political,

themselves and building

July/August No

1 (Best Corner) massacre: "\Vhat if it were the \Worst Corner?”

economic and social conditions for the

construction of a fascist project

aking part in this effort?

Some sectors of the bourgeoisie that

latifundistas who are not interested in
allowing or supporting land reform, and
SOME tors of t military

Obviously, we should add a new

element in our society, one which
not be ignored - the drug industry. The
drug traffickers are linked to the dirty
war, as are other sectors like the armed
forces, the government and the domi-
nant classes
These are the conditions for the
formation of a fascist block in our coun-
try

ry.

They have an economic power that for

And there is an aggravating factor:

us is almost inconceivable. It is estimat-
ed that just the leader of the Medellin
cartel. possibly the world's largest drug
trafficker, has a personal fortune of
between USS4 billion and USS5 billion

There exists in the media a tendency fo
connect guerrilla groups to the drug busi-

ness, as if they were a single block op-
posing democracy. What do you think a-

bout this?

Within the CUT, we have always
been perplexed by this, but the truth is
that some recent events clearly show
that this is impossible. It is obvious that
the murder of Jaime Pardo Leal, the
head of the Patriotic Union, was carried
out by the drug traffickers. How is it that
a drug trafficker would kill his chief, or
close ally? Th

is really never was very
clear in Colombia.

We believe that this
forms part of a large-scale campaign to
justify the dirty war.

You that the Catholic Church
should play a role in the convergence.
What role do you think it should have?

sdy

We point out that the hierarchy of the
Catholic Church should play an impor-
tant role in the solution. They are also
proposing the National Convergence,
What's more, the church is proposing a
return to dialogue between the gov-
ernment and the guerrillas, in search of
a truce that would lead to a period of
negotiations and the incorporation of
the querrillas in the civil struggle. The-
refore. church have offered
themselves as intermediaries. We sup-
If they invite the

leaders

port this position
CUT to participate in this process of
mediation and negotiation, we'll be
there. °
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ASIA

VIETNAAM

\in majority

Symbiotic Integration

The Hanoi government is making a concerted effort to integrate the United States in
ethnic tribal minorities into Vietnamese society ification of the country
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limitec, but at least

birth at

women can give

home, And the minorities no
longer limit their efforts to appeals to
the spirits but take their sick to the
provincial hospital.

During our

family planning

that
had already

visit we noticed

projects
begun in these remote regions. In the
past, women were drained physically

and many died while giving birth to

their seventh or eighth child. Today, the

number of children per couple has

dropped substantially. Also, with the

new family legislation and increased

consciousness, less valued and dis-

figured children receive greater pro-

tection. Before they were mistreated

and sometimes killed,

A new role for women

Poligamy and the sale of wives havi
been opposed by the state, as has the
custom of bequeathing a deceased
Tuyet

pointed out that the new marriage law is

man's wives to his brothers

not directed only toward male

lominated groups but also toward the
nany matriarchal societies that remain

n Vietnam, especially in the central

highlands “In those communities

women can have several husbands
men don't have ¢ ¢ in the work of the
society nor in the home,” Tuyet pointed
out

Currently, women carry out the ma-
iority of the labor in most communites,
but leaders hope that this will change as
girls receive some type of vocational or
technical education

In both cities and rural areas, more
than half of girls receive some form of
education, including courses in nursing
and teaching. “Not too long ago, most

of the tribal women were illiterate

noted Tuyet, emphasizing that although

financial resources are scarce, the gov

ernment is now providing instruction

both
ind in their native languages

Those minority groups with writter

to the minorities in Vietnamese

languages are encouraged to teach

them. But Chinese Mandarin which

many of the tribes know due to their

proximity to the border - is

couraged
Unfortunately, the scarcity

1988 - July/August No., 15

VIETNAM

sources for research into the cultures of

the minority groups, their languages

and histories has limited advances in
this area. Without improvements in the
study of their cultures, it is difficult to
protect tribal interests

The government is trying to find an
equilibrium between traditional cultures

A

and new ideas. "As scientists we sug-
gest that the state improve the general
not just

exclusively

cultural level of the minorities

helping them progress In
material terms,” Tuyet said

One example of the type of progress
that the anthropologist would like to see
is the attitude adopted by a Dao family
in the central region. This family of nine
maintains its traditional structure, with
care of the

the grandparents taking

children while the parents work in the
“These
their parents and much

rice fields. children will be
happier than
happier than their grandparents,” said
Vang Thi Nic, the grandmother, as she
sat with her legs crossed in front of the
fire. The house they live in, built on
wooden piles over the flooded
fields, is bigger and more solid than that
of the grandmother’s youth. Domestic

utensils are rudimentary, but the fa

rice

mily’s attitudes are those of modern
Vietnamese life

It is this symbiosis that is desired:
Imposing
never be

another culture would
successful. “The minori-
their history and they will
never forget it,'" explained the anthro-

ties have

pologist
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ASIA PHILIPPINES

Volunteers for North America

Filipino groups charge the U.S. Peace Corps with being a negative cultural influence
and claim that some volunteers may be playing intelligence roles
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the Philippines and were assigned all
over the country (except in Mindanao)
to teach mathematics, science and

Enalish. Under the agreement, the Phi-

ippine government finances the volun-
teers, including housing and transpor-
tation expenses

d that the foreian ins
tructors are teaching in the elementary

and "will be in contact with

Filipino children who are in their most

Moreover, Se

impressionable v

govia insists, “our teachers possess the
ne I f they had been given half

the amount allotted to the U.S. volun

teers, they could probably do better

jovia challenged the DECS to
inalyse the Peace Corps role and

mnents s

ce the 1960s, which, he

'
1

has failed to do. He main-

:d that the program tightens the

hold on the Philippines rather than

Ing the country’s self-reliance; it

ol ency (CIA to contain -4 - t charge funded by the Philippine government
t 7 n { ntr n fo 1 and it does not help Filipino teachers
T D orps re estal hed rth A rican, cor ) their skill “"We do not need
. 1a¢ nde U.S. Pres nt or stickina point with current Filiping the Peace Cor ps,”” Segovia insisted
John F. Kennedy. Soon thereafter, they opponents to the corps "For such a program to be effective, it
D ~o in the Philiopines. Ear ) the Philippine Department of should be on a people’s organization-to
the 1 storv. the emphasis Education, Culture and Sports (DECS) people’s organization basis, not on a
Jorth Ameri ) you nd ti nited States Embassy sign¢ ] jovernment-to-agovernment basis.”
T ountries to provide ne : mer  July of last year, —— ¥
B | ich ¥ bout 90 Peace Corps volunteer r J :




PHILIPPINES

Second World War, the five volunteers
turned out to be officials and engineers
who had provided maps to the Japan-
ese Imperial Army, Domin-eng said.
The last batch of Peace Corps vo-
lunteers left Sagada in 1982. Some rural
folk are grateful for the new variety of
“miracle rice’” they introduced, the
water system they helped put up and
other village projects funded by the
United State

Development

s Agency for International

Sagada was the site of a congress of
the Cordillera People’s Democratic
(CPDF), a member-organization
of the clandestine National Democratic
Front, held in early 1987 during a 60-

Front

day truce with the government. Banga-
an, the village where the CPDF held a
show of guerrilla force during the con-

Guerrillas: volunteers work in areas considered to be NPA strongholds gress, is where the alleged retired U.S

Ten other teachers organizations
from all over the country put forth a
joint document called the Nationalist
Agenda for Philippine Education, calling
on the Philippine Congress to halt to the
Peace Corps program,

One of the strongest protests against
the Peace Corps program has come
from the northern upland town of

Sagada. Four Peace Corps volunteers,

one of them a retired U.S. Navy man
have been assigned since July 1987 to
military authorities con-

sider to be supportive of the New Peo-

communities

ple’'s Army guerrilla opposition. These
barrios (villages) include Aguid. Agawa,
Kilung and Bangaan.

An elder from Aguid, who asked not
lo be named, that almost six
months after the arrival of a Peace Corp

said

volunteer to set up a fisheries project
no new varieties of fish nor new fishery
techniques have been introduced.

The volunteers'
programs could be “mere covers” for
speculated lakay

rural development
“hidden purposes,”

(elder) Manzano Domin-eng, 82, a
peace-pact holder and negotiator of
Aguid

He compared the Peace Corps volun-
teers to a group of Japanese technicians
who arrived in Sagada before World
War |l to teach villagers the rudiments
of carpentry, rock-crushing and water
the outbreak of the

works. During

1988 — July/August No.15

Navy man has his Peace Corps mission.
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BENEDETTI]

CULTURE e ik

were discovered,

= =
: kept listening for
neath and optlmlsm news on the radio
For 15 days | didn’t
even leave my hotel
room in Havana. My

anguish diminished

only after | man

Death, torture, the
dictatorship — these are
recurring themes in
the recent fiction of
Uruguayan writer
Mario Benedetti

aged to write a poem
dedicated to him

| suffered too
many losses in too
short a time. The
emotional side was
the most important,
ithough | regret

what we lost poli

ically with Miche

The

was also my friend

Benedetti: “One’s state of mind influences what one writes

COmpens:

t ot N ¢ . =¥ theee two everal ot
- t 18 het ary fe 1ICTIVISTS ere n lered or tor
. ' £ 1y rd [ ed Torturs 1« ome extent, a form
tua 1 t vet u [ f deatt e young me ad their
4 rel tt tir r ¢} tu i van) 1 out i I had their
tion was already very difficult hed /d other e nearly
. tha I s friende f irowned their heads forced into a
" "ar helint. who
Arsi brot ta m enat
oty - £ 4 Frente i
J na rty D Hector Gutiérre
e R e . f the Tup:
3 ement ianapped
arad in 1976 TI rime w ¢ r
t there f e linxin T 1«
s u . {ictatorship en
€ 14 xile ir ne es, Wi
} a Iy er i

reflect upon the problem of death

recent t
a. Why which is not surprisir since | am al

T deat 67 ut | also think about life
/hich forces me to look back. Yet it

not an excessively individualistic stage,

te of mind has a great

From t} 1ent they abudcte
him. toaether with Gutiérrez Ruiz and nfluence on what ong¢ at least in
two others, to the time en the bodies my case Be it as it may, one can'l ke




CULTURE

boring the reader with things that hap
pen only in one's own life,

Blind alleys

Another siriking aspect of some of your
recent short stories is the theme of a man
or woman who seems o have been caught
in a blind alley or trapped by fate. They are
bitter stories, and the most striking thing is

that there se

ams (o be no way out for your
characlers.

last
18 and Primavera con una

- | don’t think my WO narra-

tives, Geograll

esquina rota, exactly fit this blind-alley
maodel, although some of the short sto-
ries in them are rather brutal.

In one of the stories in Primavera, the

BENEDETTI

again after a separation of many, many
years. Those are the facts of life, and
there is nothing to prevent either one
from hoping to reconstruct his or her

life by paying new “installments” on a

different kind of happiness.

How have your readers reacted lo your
choice of topics?

—You would be surprised to see
letters | received in response to Prima-
vera - a novel | thought | was making up
- from people who had similar experi-

ences. So'if the stories, in a certain
manner, present a reality "without a

way out,” they also reflect the reality of
a given moment

Some of stories in

Victims of the dictatorship: Zelmar Michelini (left) and Guitiérrez Ruiz

aracter is a political priso

1 Latin American country who 1S re
after

his wife

ed from jail many years and

returns to and son.

from what ht

meets is very different

expected; his wife is living with another
mar

er, those are indi

vidual ways in which people emerge

from the drama of dictatorship anc

exile. Dictatorship is such a brutal dis-

ruption of society, family and married

life, that a person 1Is forced to look for

alter s that will allow him or her to

survive. In real life, many couples are
separated by dictatorship or exile

n some s, only one of them is

arrested: in other cases, both are
Sometimes the husband or wife is
unable to wait for the other to be re

When they do wait, the couple

leased

does not always end up living together

1988
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such as the title story

quite shocking,
and another one called Balada. In the
a man and his wife realize that, as

of torture, they cannot have an

N

ie to remain
|'\O""~‘r_

ife, but dec

heir

XUE
T

frustrated love,

aver

proves too much for them, and

they eventually commit suicide.
Reflection upon ruins

2id that your more recent

ort stories portray the realify

ica, and especially of Uru-

sctions on the dev-
he shambles left by

dictatorship inside people and in

as human beings. It was
fictatorship that blocked the way out for

my characters, not |.

w

Is there no room for optimism among
many ruins?

—Yes. In fact, some of my short
stories seem to me to be more opti-
mistic than what | used to write before
the dictatorship. An example is Puenies
como liebres, which tells the story of a
man and a woman who have been com-
ing together and breaking up since
and, in

childhood old age, end up

making love on a train in Spain. | w
lucky that the story was published be-
fore Garcia Marquez’s Love in Times of
Cholera. He probably never read my

story, since he seldom reads anything
written by other Latin American au-

third world — 35
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INDIGENOUS PEOPLE

A recent incident highlights
the continuing murderous
encroachment by whites
on Indian lands

By A loreira
t g |
| ! Har Ofr n
| ) A bhand of hired
\ 1 of
| ina tl riminately
e most re nt lent 1 1CE
I 14 wers |
wndaea oy en nire ' QO Er [
I m ar nt
n S. In th 1V
r sacre, some 1
[ ed in Benjamir
nstan \uthorities | ned t
i¢ on ti drunkenness of the
Indian
I he trutt ( V§ that 1
roble of India NAaSSACre n r il
stems from landonwershiy ues and
I not be solved until there is a

land reform

nationwic

neeas Ol

the particular

LeS

s far back as
| in the 16th
Ce Wwas a certain
balant of power: The weapons used by
early Portuguest ers were not much
more sophisticated than the bo ir -

the white man’'s wea

impraoved considerably,

|} continue to same wa
mplements their ancestors. They
noti sbout chemical warfare

et they had a bitter taste of it the early
1970s; they know nothing about air
bombings except to be subjected to

them at least twice in the last two
decades

The March slaughter was only

routine, though bloody, replay of this

harror show. The following day, the

1988 - July/August = N0.,15

BRAZIL.

i ¥y In in landa. t ' 1 4 (

nails had b vanke ien
i { peen eq t nife

- £ T

I'h { S re o1 una Incdia
srouat " ction by th Jational
ncia fatior FUNA the o
vernment body re

real causes of the isa
party to contracts with logging con
panies in the Tikuns: 1s, and such

andalous incident might place in jeog

S i lac [
ardy a stock worth millions of dollars in

mahogany and erry wood extracted
from Indian land
and FUNAI

President

The Tikunas will retal

FUNAI omero

nows It

Juca Filtho has ther

tried to identify

Iy

the culprits. Altho 1ey are he

fear the Tikunas

the lumberjach

armed,

who, unlike Roraima’s Macuxi Indians

are a warrnor I!ii""‘ gt _'H'H’ tnere 1S evi-

their reaction has already

dence that

begun. On April 10, a 16-year-old boy

remotely linked to the loggers was

found dead. Other bodies are expected

to appear on the streets of Benjamin
Constant or in the forests of the Tikuna
territory

The land question, which lies at the

Security Council -

ian Set-

Institute

Reform

and Agrarian

to implement ttlement

new

ritory v > the

created in 1967 -

unde

some of

whom

corruption. QOrganizational

continuous policy changes
r's unruly landowning
jive little hope for Brazilian

eanwhile. the

ntinues to dwindle due to

lacement, famine and out-

right murder. An Indian population that

million Indians when the

stood at
first 1,200 Portugu

+ R
no

reservations

Indian

usually result from pent-up tension

cades-old land disputes. Indians

from dec

have been slaughtered in Roraima,
Mato Grosso do Sul and the northeast,

in encounters with loggers, gold pros-

squatters, Brazilian companies

pectors,
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and transnational corporations, Farmers
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INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

Standing Guard Over Mother Earth

By Essma Ben Hamida

e are inextricably linked to our
land, we belong to it and cannot
survive if we are
This w

‘

messaqge delivered

forcibly re-

moved from it.” the dramatic

recently in Milan,

Italy, by a delegate of the North Ame

rican Navajo Indians to the Interna-

tional Meeting of American Indigenous

Peoples organized by the Ne-

Luigi
qgro Foundation and other European
'HJI"{T'.’\.""VHH‘.V‘H:;” organizations dedi-

ited to the

study of ethnic cul

Also at

tending e meeting wert

representatives of Ecuadoran Shuars,

Chilean Mapuches, Argentinian Collas

Panamanian and Brazilian Kre

sunas

All delivered the same message to

gaks
European peoples: "We, the Indians, are

dians.”

Mother Earh's best gus

Respect for Nature

yr thousands years, the indige-

of the Ameri

three

nous

;1-{»;‘4
with
the earth

have lived in perfect harmony
nature. Qur relationship with
is a deep and dynamic one. Qur social
and spiritual roots stem from the uhir
(‘earth’ in Yanomami)," said Thereza
Shiki, an elderly representative of the
Shuars.

Crispulo Puksu lgualikinya, a repre-
sentative of the Panamanian Kuna In-

dians. added that respect for the natural

988 - July/August No.15

Charting
destruction
a Brazilian
Indian
points out
major
development
projects

environment is one of the fundamentals

of indigenous cultures. “We hunt

fish for food, not for fun as white people

do. Our territory has become a unigque

place on earth where animals seek

fuqge

v re-

(6

aqainst the thre struction

brought upon them by the white man's
civilization,”” he said

nting the

P\.LHY‘(VH rroOs, repres

Colombian Koguis, eloquently explained

how man's relationship with nature

d by his community. For the pas

Viey

00 years the Koguis have lived in Sierra

0 meters above sea level, in

MNow .
Nevada, b,(

he said, “where we art¢ 2 tre

a place

where

and living beings

is we; where

and if we damage the

we will quickly die.’

“The white

man comes to our land

takes advantage of it, exploits its

sources, and then leaves,” said Roberto

Cruz, of the Canadian Kwakiuti group

and a member of the International
Council on the Indigenous T Y.
Now hen the earth's natural re-

sources are threatened with extinction,
the white civilization is seeking ways to
reach the moon and the plane :

Hope lies with the young

Douglas the
u.s

Europeans

representing

that

George,

Mohawks, charged Indo-

“show no respect for nature
or for indigenous peoples. No natural
disaster,” he pointed out, “has brought
earth as

that

as much devastation upon

Waestern civilization.” He added

of birds were exter-
U.S. by the early

140
minated in

over species
the
European settlers.

In turn, elderly Wallace Black Elk,
who witnessed the massacre of Indians
at Wounded Knee and is a grandson of
a legendary the

Sioux chief, said that

white

man “has not only destroyed our
and robbed

land rivers and the trea-

sures left by our ancestors, but is now

s,
turning our qgraveyards into

disposal

sites for their toxic radio

pbeen the case

Yanomami

zilian F

communities in several coutri

being displaced to make room for huge

dams, hydroelectric plants and railways

financed by the World Bank, the Euro-

pean Economic Community and trans-
national corporations.

The pitfalls of paternalism

Several of the speakers at the Milan

meeting

argu the solidarity of
Western youth — increasingly aware that
at stake is the future of our
is one of their main hopes of
a Yanomami
the con-

peoples: “You can

Airton Krenak,

appealed to
science of European

repress

ntative,

sure on 1l

your gover

> them stop financing such

Amazon

environ-

mination of our

0
-~

m
-

what Northe

As for countries can
do to ensure the survival of indigenous
peoples

HE

ples, gate Jorge Valiente
Quipildor addressed the following ap-
peal to the International Foundation for
Agricultural Development (IFAD): “To
achieve economic and cultural well-
being, we need only a few, simple tech-
We do not need to
reloped by other people.”

According to IFAD official Roberto

nological resources

be d

Haudry de Soucy, indigenous peoples
promote their
“although they are still poor

and face a complete lack of investment

can own development

because,

funds, they have a deep insight into
nature and the environment, and such

knowledge will allow them to develop
their own resources without destroying
them.” °
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ENVIRONMENT

The culprit (left) and the victims (right) in Bhopal: other plants kill more quietly

A Slow-Motion Bhopal

A quiet but widespread disaster is brewing due to pesticide production and use in the Third World

By David Weir®

n the tropical hill country south

of Jakarta, Indonesia, a thin

column of smoke rising above
the palm trees signals the arrival of a
new day. From the first kitchen fires
come smells of tea and rice, as the yard
animals start to stamp and bleat, break-
ing the silence of the cool night air

Several village women set out, wearing

large straw hats, flowered sarongs, and
plastic zorries, and carrying large knives
and baskets for collecting firewood

The names of most of the villages in
this district start with ¢i (pronounced
“chi"),
Fast-moving streams wash down from

a prefix which means water,
the nearby Gede and Pongrango moun-

1988 - July/August No.15

tains, and incessant rains draw a lush
growth out of weak orange soils, mak-
ing agriculture possible. Bamboo grows
everywhere, as do bananas, papayas,
palms, and many other plants. Crops in
the fields include cabbage, corn, carrots,
onions, and the tomatoes which are
served, fresh cut, with spiced nasi (fried
rice) at breakfast to visitors.

It is difficult here, at first glance, to
detect the warning signs of danger from
Western-style high technology. Every-
thing seems too rural and quiet to be
threatened by the kind of holocaust
which enveloped Bhopal, India, in De-
cember 1984, There, 170,000 pounds of
toxic gas erupted from a storage tank at
a pesticide manufacturing plant, kil-
ling thousands of people and injuring
hundreds of thousands of others living
nearby in what was the worst industrial

disaster in history.

Yet here in a village called Cicadas,
villagers say that they have suffered
from a sort of “'slow-motion Bhopal"’
over the past few years, with a few
deaths at a time caused by gases re-
leased from a nearby pesticide formu-
lating plant. In the middle of Cicadas, a
small sign shaped like an arrow points
the way down a red dirt road to the site
of the controversy — a clearing where
two low, nondescript buildings stand

= Copyright 1987, GCenter for Investigative Reporting
(CIR). David Weir is executive director of CIR, in San
sco, California, U.S.A.. a non-profit organization

. and lelevision and radio re-
e of Poison (Institute for Fo-
and author of The
iring and the Third
which this articie

Cis

articles
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thal produ
ports. He is co-& 0
od and Development P
Bhopal S
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ENVIRONMENT

behind a chainlink fence with gates
manned by guards.

One of these buildings houses the
DDT formulation plant of P.T. Mantrose
Pestindo Nusantara, a joint venture
between Indonesian and North Ame-
rican interests, which supplies most of
the world’'s water dispersible DDT
powder. Though the use of DDT has
been banned in most developed coun-
tries for many years, it is still used In
many parts of the Third World, mainly
against malaria-bearing mosquitos.

Burning waste products

Starting in mid-August
company began burning its waste pro-
ducts at night from time to time, pro-
ducing sm
the area. Soon after, ti
they started to suffer from ti

toms of chemical poisoning, inclu

igl
oke and dust which blanketed

e villagers say

sSymp-

ding

choking, vomiting, foaming at
mouth, and constric

mestic animals, including goats and

ed breathing. Do-

cows, died; then some of the villagers

o die. By June 1

=

themsel it

Different conditions in the Third \Vorld: poverty, malnutrition, iliness
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25 were reported to have died at
Cicadas

At that point, investigators from two
citizens' groups learned of the DDT
poisonings and called a press confe-
rence in Jakarta, demanding that au-
thorities shut dewn the Mantrose plant.
The call coincided with the launch of a
campaign against the so-called Dirty
Dozen pesticides (including DDT) identi-
fied by the Pesticide Action Network
(PAN) as severe threats to human
health and the environment in Third
World countries. PAN is a global coa-
lition of groups and individuals opposed
to the use of pesticides wherever local
conditions preclude safe use.

In the wake of the tragedy at Bhopal,
governments all over the world are
taking the threat of technological disas-
ter more seriosly, and Indonesia is no
exception. President Suharto himself
responded to the news of DDT poison-
ings at Cicadas by ordering an imme-
diate investigation

“The government formed a high-
caliber commission that came in and
stayed at our plant site for five to seven
days and reviewed the entire operation,

and made recammendations,”’ said Gleb

ecd Bars

5]

Barsky, president of U.S, -t

y

Sales, which is closely affiliated with

P ‘They said, ‘get a better
ich | had been ving for
ye: ind then they gave the plant a

clean bill of health

oy disputes the villagers' conten
ant caused anvone to die

only

that

s bel wrned. The

in those waste bags to get :

quito to sneeze

“Now, if yvou burn DDT, you can re-

lease pt ene la nerve gas infamous
from use ir ( War 1) unless it's
one right,” B: ¢ explained. “But

ong as the temperature is high enough,

there’s no problem there visible

smoke? Yes. Wa:

no question about that. |

up their act, get a better incine

rator and a higher chimney.”

The deaths at Cicadas, if due to DDT
are part of a growing problem through-
out the Third World, With the markets

for agricultural use of pesticides largely
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Pesticides in Africa: banned products sold through “funny purchasing agents”

saturated in the industrialized countries,

companies with international connec

tions are moving into the Third World at

an unprecedented pe In Africa, for

instance, pesticide use was projected to
have quintupled during the past decade,

and overall growth in the South is pro-

bably twice that in the U.S
Different conditions

But conditions in the Third World are
quite unlike those in Europe and the
u.s.,
Union Carbide, which owned the plant
at Bhopal, have begun to discover. Mal-

as multinational corporations: like

s, short life

nutrition, illiteracy, illne
expectancy, and unrelenting poverty are
the norm. Worker protection, unions,
and environmental regulations are vir-
tually nonexistent

As soon as a plant opens, shanty-
towns and squatter settlements begin to
appear nearby, filled with people hoping
for jobs or at least the chance to sell
goods to those lucky enough to be em-
ployed there. At Cicadas, for example,
villagers are living literally next door to
the Mantrose DDT plant and its compa
nion facility, a formulation plant jointly

1988 - July/August No.15

owned by the U.K.-based multinational
ICIl, and a
pany, Agrico

n Indonesian national com-

ICI Work Manager M.A. Nasution

acknowledges the problem. "Yes there

are slums all around our plant,” said
Nasution. ““The people live even be-
tween the fences of our plant and the
Some of the
poor sit in front of the factory as ven-
dors, hoping to sell little things to the
workers when they come and go.”

ICl's plant formulates a number of
products, the best-known of which is
the herbicide paraquat, another of
PAN'’s Dirty Dozen. Throughout South-
east Asia, studies have shown that
paraquat, which has no known antidote,
has become a major cause of death,
both accidental and suicidal.

Another of ICl's products illustrates
the tragic disparity between the high-
technology world of the global corpora-
tions and the desperate poverty in the
fields of Indonesia. The company’s rat-
killer, Klerat, is a lump of rice coated
with poison, intended for use in fields
and storage areas where rodents cause
damage. During a drought in 1983,

\

one operated by Mantrose

however, starving villagers in several

parts of the country gathered Klerat and
tried to use it for food. Knowing it was a
poison, they washed it repeatedly be-
fore cooking and eating it. Nevertheless,
in Lampung, Sumatra, 20 people died;
in Musi Banju, three more succumbed;
in Kemcamatan, West Kalimantan, two
others. Now the company is trying a
new method - coating the rodenticide in
wax — in order to keep its product on the
market.
Taken as a whole, the estimates of
pesticide poisoning victims around the
world are staggering. According to the
|

Vorld Hea vization, about

million people oned by p
cides every year, around 20,000 of th
atally. A disproportionate per

the victims live in the South. And
I

osion in pesticide s

g place all ¢

the number of nonly grow,
the booming
multinatio-

nals like Union Carbide and IC| have

ochemical mark

opened plants in plac
Cicadas. But they

icultural

ike Bhopal and

[
w

)

are hardly alone. The
Division of
iyer, which is the world’s largest
pesticide company, sells its products
through 50 overseas subsidiaries in over

Chemicals

W >

100 countries. Sixty percent of the 125
countries where Union Carbide does
business have smaller economies than
does the corporation. While Carbide
was able to achieve sales averaging over
USS$86,000 per employee in a recent
year, the per capita gross national pro-
duct of India, where Carbide had 14
plants, is only US$260.

Poison Rice

But the Third World pesticide explo-
sion is not simply a case of global cor-
porations profiting at the expense of
poor, illiterate peasants. There are many
other factors at work, some of which do
not fit quite so neatly into common
stereotypes or preconceptions. The
stated rationale for increasing pesticide
use is, of course, to kill pests in order to
grow more food. A simple look at world
population trends underscores the im-
portance of that goal.

Partly hoping to stimulate increased
food production, many Third World gov-
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heavily subsidize
sales to farmers. In Indonesia, the gov

ernment

ernments

pesticide
serves as intermediary be-
tween producers and farmers, absorb-
ing much of the cost - as much as 80
percent for some pesticides. A recent
study that
have similar policies throughout Africa

found other governments
Asia, and South America.
Under the rubric of foreign aid, many

industrialized countries are subsidizing

marke

environmental groups
D

for International Development

stopped its controversial practice

openly sending as aid pestic

had been banned for use in the U.S
though Gleb Barsky of
that AID continues to
can purchasing

from N

American country w

Y

pesticide imp

according to [

son of the president O

Third World regulators often seem
ignorant of the hazards presented by
pesticide plants surrounded by slums
“Environmental
levant,”

safequards are irre-
Minister

Indira Gandhi once stated, "Poverty is

India’s late Prime
our greatest environmental hazard."

"In the developing countries, and this
is my own opinion, we don’t have such
good safety consciousness,” said M.S
Sitanggang, ICl's marketing manager in

Indonesia. It is problems like poor safety

measures, chronic misuse

weak requlations, and hungry people

eating rat poison that causes PAN a

others to question whether pesticides
are an appropriate technoloay for Third
World societies
The bottom line
The ine of all such de-
bates. how r revolves around food
production. In t 1 1ht, 1t 1S important
' xamine mor sely the crops res
ponsible f nmost of the Third orld’s
nesticide tion he st
Mtto sDeCcHE "',
offer tea, winter
tak 3G n ptaces

col, rubber plantations (in
and other estate crops

oil palm. All of these

1d non-food alike, are des

for the export marke

s of

Heavy spraying: residues appear in coffee, tea, meat, fruit, vegetables

third world

Europe, Japan, Australia, and the U.S
Studies of imported food at U.S
ports have shown how what has been
labeled a circle of poison now shadows
the international food supply system
Pesticides banned or heavily restricted
inside the U.S. are exported to, or pro-
duced by local subsidiaries of multina-
tionals in many Third World countries
for use on crops grown for North Ame
rican consumers. Residues of these
same pesticides can be measured in
meat, fruits, ve
Nobody

what the long-term health effects of

imported coffee, tea

getables, and so on

can say

consuming contaminated food will be,

but laboratory animals suffer cancer

birth defects, genetic damage, and other
central nervous system or Yr‘;;!('ﬂ||l\"1’\"l"
problems when exposed to residues in
their food

1 ]

The irony of the Third World’'s pes

ticide problem, then, Is consumers
in the developed countries may turn out
to be among its victims. The world’s
f

ood supply system has become so in
terwoven that the preferences of consu

w. York aris, or i’ﬂf-‘h'l(",

have major repercussions for farm

workers and chemical plant neighbors in

Bhopal, Jakarta, or Rio de Janeiro

In the process, the whole world bears

some responsibility for the increasing

likelihood of

future Bhopal

trophes. Jan Huismans, an official with

the United Nations Environment Pro

said he

aram
aran

itzerland

has seen hazardous pesticide plants all

over the Third World. “'In Africa, for

xample, they start wi little planning

and try to locate these plants outsice a

populated area. But in no time, these

and the industrial are

35S Qrow

enqulfed by population settlement, sur

rounded by shantytow Also, there
are no adequate waste disposal facilities
for these plants. There is a lack of a

ess generally about how

ous pesticides are 'here’s

skilled

and con

regulatory personnel

trols, There is, in sum, a

drome <’|f |A|‘Fli1|i'[ﬂ‘n ~

wopal Syndrome,” it might be
of the

touches everybody

The

called — a disease modern world

and one which
through contaminated food or water, all

over the planet g
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ZAMBIA

Poison Milk, Contaminated Bread

Scancdlals involving the ingestion of pesticides have
rocked Zambia and strengthened a movement
calling for stricter controls

By Sam Sikazwe"

mbia’s environmental experts

have expressed Increasing con-
cern about the mounting danger

of chemical and gas poisoning and

urged the government to effect tough

measures to combat the problem. Va-

rious groups, including the Entomo-

logical Association of Zambia, are

calling for the establishment of a public
board to monitor the importation and
control of pesticides.

have rocked the

Several scandals

country, causing environmentalists to
step up their efforts for more govern-
1987,

of dairy products, the

ment control, In the country’s

major suppl
Dairy Produce Board (DPB), sold milk
contaminated with dieldrin, a dangerous
pesticide known to cause cancer. Scores
on the north-

admitted to

of people in Lusaka and

vestern copperbelt were

ind treated for food POl

The

] i |
ospitals

oning Zambian government was

forced to ban some farmers in a8 south-

ern province who | supplied the milk
ed with aldrin and dieldrin to the
P
Also last year, more than 1,000 peo
ple were admitted to hospitals for sus

pectel

i food poisoning after eating con

taminated bread. The frequency of such
Irsi { ! ARttt o
ncidents Mg.xn;wf-'xl the ‘\1\(\[‘n|, (8]
o direct urban councils to closely
bakeries. This directive came in

vsis of flour sa

e o an ana npies

ter ) people, including children,
/¢ ercame with 5 ind
\ ir eating baked goods

Fish and dlife have bes illed by
esticides and chemicals, which find
their way into the ountry lal ind

director of

hn Hudson, executive

the influential Commercial Farmers

Bureau sticides like dieldrin

said th

widely used to control termites on

)¢ July/Auqust

maize - may have been washed from
fields into streams and dams. Hudson
has called for boreholes and dam water
on farms to be tested for dieldrin

The exact number of Zambians who
have been exposed to chemical hazards
is not known. Sources at the Ministry of

Health confirmed that neither its central

statistical offices nor any government

office keeps specific records on the

victims of chemical poisoning.

Farm laborers who spray chemicals

soning and of these, about 100,000 die.
A report by the International Organiza-
tion of Consumers Unions shows that
United
some

restricted in the

( their

Third World countries
Frequent S

six pesticides,

way to

incidents of chemical poi-

Afric

soning have prompted seve can

governments to seriously look for

v

their people and environ-
September

10 protect

ments. In 198

987, delegates

from 23 African

Zambia, met for the first time in the

countries, including

Kenyan capital, Nairobi, to review and
4

issess their capabilities of tackling the
growing chemical hazards.

Zambian environmentalists complain
that their country slow in
coming up with a plan of action. While

has been
legislation designed to protect both the
public and the environment exists, there
is no enforcement me-
chanism.

\_'V:,, —— Kenneth Mapni,
i ‘ SR e e chief inspector of fac-
: kU

on commercial farms face the grea

chemical risks, owing to illite

knowledge

chemicals

clothing

Over

B

the past

worldwide concern

West's dumping of dangerous agro-
chemics n Third W Id countries
Reports by the Unitec

Frogram and

Third

World countries use only 20 percent of

the world’'s pesticides, they have the

chem )0IsoNINgs

lion‘s share of

Each vear, some 400,000 people in the

South suffer serious accidental poi-

tories, said that autho-

rities could not crush

the dangers of pesti-
cides, because they

effective e-

deter-

city of su-

ayo noted that

effective pol-

1ave

industries
stopped monitoring their ef

Envir
National Council for Scientific Resear
drafted
will
The

tougher

ffluents.

onmental experts

anti-pollution

have
which

use of pe

into

sures will not be put
mediately, owing to the government's

o

limited finan
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INDONESIA

A Banning Success

A pesticide ban is

By Halinah Todd™

ndonesia prohibited the use o

57 pesticides in its rice fields

more than a year ago. Only 10

pesticides escaped the ban. Agro-

chemical companies howled and tried to
apply pressure by laying off workers
There was initial resistance from farm-
ers who feared beimg overrun by pests.

But the ban is working. Farmers got

the same vields in 1987 using only half

(4+]

as much insecticide as they used before
And the hopper
which has wiped out thousands of hec-
tares of rice in the past, seems to be

brown population,

declining. “It is too early to come to any

definite conclusions, but the information

46 - third world

helping rice farmers control the dreaded brown hopper

we have collected so far shows a de-
crease in the number of hoppers,” said
Dr Soegitro_ an entomologist with the
Bogor Research Institute for Food Crops
(BORIF).

The pesticide ban went into effect in
November 1986, as part of an integrated
pest management program for rice. Itis
a revolutionary new strategy in the
ongoing war the with the brown hop
per, based on the discovery that pesti-
cides were simply breeding bigger and
better super-pests

A statement made by the Minister of
National Development in January 1987
outlines the new strategy: “The broad
use of pesticides, a part of agriculture in
Indonesia for some 20 years, does more
harm than good because it does more
enemies of

to eliminate the natural

pests than the pests themselves.”
The program is described by Dr
Peter Kenmore, United Nations special-
International Rice
Institute in Philip-

“the most modern, flexible and

ist attached to the
Research Manila,
pines, as
scientifically-sound field pest manage-
ment system in the developing world.”
Its implementation is possible because
pesticides for rice farmers are sub-
sidized by the government and there-
fore their distribution is controlled
through government agencies

The motive behind the ban is concern
about self-sufficiency in

rice, Indonesia’s most political crop. But

maintaining
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the impact on the health of rice farmers
and their environment is also likely to be
considerable,

The brown plant hopper, which sucks
the sap from the rice shoot and destroys
it. is the major pestin Java's wet rice fields.

The Green ' Revolution
combining irrigation and high-vyielding
rice strains, allowed continuous crop-
ping - creating a year-round play-
ground for the hoppers to proliferate.
The Green Revolution transformed an
occasional pest into a scourge.

In 1977, shortly after the
vielding varieties spread through Java,

package,

high-

strain as well, As a result there was an
upsurge of hopper attacks in 1983 and
again in 1986,

Integrated management re-
places this losing struggle with another
mix of weapons, mainly natural. They
include controlling planting patterns so
that all fields in one area are cleared -
and left foodless for hoppers — at the
same time, planting resistant varieties,
and using insecticides only when the
hopper population rises above an “eco-
nomic threshold,” where the extent of
the damage becomes unacceptable.

According to Soejitro, the 10 insec-

pest

dators are being released into experi-
mental fields where their effects on the
hopper population are being monitored.
Soejitro estimated that it will be another
year before they are ready for general
release to farmers. If this method of
natural control is successful, it could
lead to a further reduction in the use of
pesticides and an extension of the ban
to additional crops.

It cannot come too soon for the
health of Indonesia’s farmers. For years
Indonesia has been a prime target for
the export of pesticides banned or res-
tricted in the West. Seventy percent of

Spraying to the hilt: Prior to the ban, in 1984, Indonesia was using 40,000 tons of pesticides a year

the hopper wiped out more than

700,000 hectares of rice. Farmers
responded by applying more apd more
all subsicdized by the

1984

Insecticides
government. By Indonesia was
using 40,000 tons of pesticides a year on
all crops, more than four times the
amount used in 1979

At the

raced to

same time. Indonesia’'s sci-

entists develop rice strains

resistant to the hopper. But research at

BORIF showed that the hoppers which

the insecticides actually laid

survived

more eggs than before, 'while their

natural enemies were killed off, leading

to an upsurge of super-hoppers the

following season. And as soon as the

sclentists came up with a rice strain

resistant to hopper attacks, the hoppers
would produce a new biotype which
through that

delighted in munching
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ticides farmers are still allowed to use

“"were selec because they kill the
hopper at the right doses but do not kill
its natural enemies.”

They are also less likey to kill the
] 10 are carbamate
insecticides, which although toxic do not

have a cumulative effect and are seldom

farmer. Most of the

life-threatening. Among those banned

are organophosph which are ra-

pidly absorbed through the skin and

the highest number of global

pesticide deaths
BORIF turned its research

has now

$

energies to cultivating the hopper's

natural enemies. A team of entomo-
logists are breeding three varieties of
insects and one fungus which can put
the hopper out of action

This research

has reached the stage where the pre-

two-vear-old project

production
four
Dow

pesticide
plants owned by
Bavyer, ICI,

the country's
comes from

multinationals:
Chemical and Chevron.

A recent survey by the International
Organization of Consumers Unions
found glaring violations of the pesti-
code in Indonesia. They found
toxic insecticides routinely repackaged
and marketed to farmers in unmarked

cides

bags or bottles with no warning or
directions for use.

The report also noted the unethical
promotion of pesticides through lot-
gave
no warning of the dangers of pesticide
spraying. One glaring example was a Du

Pont calender depicting a pretty model

teries and advertisements which

spraying a tobacco crop wearing no
more protection than a tight sarung and
a sexy smile. o
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A GATT for the Third World

A recently concluded
ground-breaking agreement
on economic cooperation
could prove as important as
the founding of the Movement
of Non-Aligned Countries

By Chakravarthi Raghvan”

n abstract concept for Third

World collective self-reliance

through trade, proposed by a

handful of e and diplomats

for more than a decade, took shape wi

the signing this year of an agreement on

a glot

{GSTP) among 48 member countries
the Group of 77

The journey toward the accord ended
in Belgrade in April - having come from

A .
|

Viexico City in

1979, Caracas in

and, with technical work in

Geneva, to New Delhi in
The road

sionally tortuous

silia in

duous, and o

Finally, ignoring neo sical eco-

nomic pundits, Thir

nt rights and

their own preferential

The main provisions o

agreement to

there. with the

the provisional

cha

anda signing oi

Of the 72 countries that gave notice

n th

ntention to participa

first round, 48 concluded bilateral ex-

change of concessions, and their con-

of the ministerial meeting at Belgrade,
eement, subject to

/o (Sri Lanka and North

48 — third world

near future,

To take force,

from the three Grougp

Africa, Asia and Latir

reached

numbers w

2NSive negotiations

the process w

open to enable others ta join

Al Be

changed

acle, 26 more countries ex-

isions, bringing the

from three

regions. T ude the most politi

ily and economically significant Third

World countries in those regions. For

example, the five countries that form

e Association of Southeast Asian Na-

tions (ASEAN) Indonesia, Malaysia

the nnes, Singapore and Thailand
- igned on.

Some participants eriticizecd the role
of the ASEAN nations as weak given the
apacities of their economies. while

noted that this is probably the

A

first time that ASEAN is cooperating in

srgntial trading arrangement with

pre

Warld countries outside its

Trnfl'!l

e ASEAN countries, for

- on
example, are not parties to the Bangkok
Agreement, involving preferential trade
and payment arrangements within Asia
‘.'Z'If:‘.ﬁ;'!f[')fl!"'. to the agreement are South
K
Thailand, though it signed the agre

India, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka

ement, never ratified it
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The only economically significant
Group of 77 countries not in GSTP are
those of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC). Qatar is the lone GCC country to
sign on, while its partners like Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, the United
Arab Emirates held back. According to
Gulf country diplomats, many of these
countries are expected to join,

In pure economic terms, the imme-
diate impact of the preferential tariff
concessions will probably be minimal

Without more detailed statistical data
than are available now in the United
Nations statistical office, and its four-
digit single alphabet Standard Interna-
tional Trade Classification (SITC), it is
difficult to estimate the agreement’s
potential. For products under SITC, the
annual imports of items included in the
accords is estimated at US$10 billion by
economists at the U.N. Conference on
Trade and Development, who admit
that this figure is probably inflated.
Since only a portion of any product
classification has been provided with a
preferential margin, a more realistic
figure is probably in the range of

US$3-5 billion

To put this in perspective, the total
imports of Group of 77 countries in 1985
was estimated at USS$345 billion. The
total imports of Group of 77 countries
from other Group of 77 countries was
estimated to have reached US$78.9
billion, of trade
was US$52.3 billion and inter-regional
trade US$26.6 billion.

Thus in hard terms, the outcome at

which intra-regional

Belgrade is modest.

But so was the General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) when it
first 1947 with 23
signatories, three of whom dropped out

established in

was

And the initial range of concessions

exchanged was quite modest too. Only
through subsequent multilateral trade
negotiations did GATT expand its cov-
erage and increase its membership.

At Belgrade, the ministerial meeting
not only established the GSTP, but also
sought to maintain the dynamism of the
process — setting in motion the prepa-
ratory processes for a second round of
negotiations, to encompass all compo-

nents of the GSTP.

As time passes and the GSTP grows,
the achievement at Belgrade could be
considered as important as the 1961
founding of the Movement of Non-
Aligned Countries. That summit, as
Yugoslavian President Lazar Mojsov put
it, heralded ‘“‘the appearance on the
international scene of a new, alternative
policy and philosophy in addressing
world relations”

The Belgrade ministerial session of
the Third World, and the GSTP agre-
ement concluded there, mark a new
approach to international economic
relations.

As the Indian minister, Priya Ranjan
Das Munshi, stated at the opening of the
Belgrade ministerial meeting, “The real
significance of GSTP lies not so much in
the arithmetic of preferences exchanged
or the extent of trade covered in the first
round of negotiations. Rather, it consti-
tutes a major contribution towards pre-
serving and strengthening the multi-
lateral trading system.” ®

Chakravarthi
Special United

OUTHSCA

UK and Europe -

US and Canada ~-

Subscription Rates

Organizations US$ 100
Individuals US$ 30

Organizations £ 65
Individuals £ 10

SOUTHSCAN, PO Box 724 London N1
7AQ England

EXCLUSIVE

® Real reason for Botha's visit
to Madeira - EXCLUSIVE

e Mutiny among Venda troops -

SOUTHSCAN has consistently broken new stories:

® New Namibian uranium
import routes - EXCLUSIVE

e Inside the guerrilla army -
EXCLUSIVE

® Underground reorganisation
in South Africa - EXCLUSIVE

@ Troops disarmed and killed -
EXCLUSIVE

In the few months of its existence it has become required reading among journalists, diplomats, politicians and
businessmen abroad — all those who need to know what is really going on “down south”,
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0il Shock Il:
The Recession

Lower oil prices
are leading to
recession in the
Arab world
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remittant pouring into the economies

r-exporting countries

The extreme case in this respect is
the Arab (North
Y reached

representing up » total

income. This

ymalia got

exchange
and Syria and Egypt can ba million

>stic oil needs.

their own dom
T

he slur

amounted

a blessing to non-oil producing Arab 1 remittances

50 — third world

million while t

| exports did

million. In Egypt,

not exceed US

emittances peaked at US$3,931 million

84, more than oil

exports ) and about equal the

value of all other exports,

climate ol

Unfortunately, the

money’” and the illusion of prosperity
many relatively poor countries
ak the rules of sound financ

iement

face horrendous debt service.

now

Egypt had to pay for an accumulated

8 billion, the dazzling
54,2
struggling

amount of U billion in debt ser-

vice. Sudar against the

threat of famine in major parts of its

tory (aggravated by civil war), faces
$5.7 billion debt while being forcec
nationals

to accommodate returning

from Gulf countries.
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THE ARAB WORLD

Algeria, because of its large popu-
lation and relatively limited oil
resources, has never known the abun-
dance that prevailed in the Gulf coun-
However, its debt service was
safely met by oil and gas revenues. |ts

tries,

problem now is servicing this debt from

other resources. It recently introduced
policy measures which include more

room for private enterprises and cuts in
public expenditures.

Other major oil exporters avoid the
But
adjustment measures wear the familiar

word “‘recession.” their so-called

face of austerity. Cuts in public in-

vestment expenditures, wage and

salary cuts, and drastic reductions in
imports have virtually imposed reces-
sS10Ns on HT:’,’H economies

The private sector in the Gulf coun-
tries has historically experienced growth
in the tertiary sector: trade, finance, real
estate and construction contracts. Gov-
ernments were the major clients in all
these

areas. Shrinking public expend-

itures hurt business people in these

ireas. Hard times make fatal their short

comings in organization and manage-

nent

Big names have been forced out of
business, In several countries, the
banking system is facing a decline and
the departure of off-shore banks. The
exodus of non-national workers de-
creased the demand for housing and

hurt retail trade

The recession is there. No solid evi-
lence hope for better times
before 1990-92 wccording to forecasts
by the Organization for Economic Co
operation and Development

The threat of social unrest and po
litical tension is strongest in the
middie-income countries with large
populations and fewer oil reserves.

Eagypt is worst off with the drop in
in Suez C

oil export income - all compounded by

remittances, anal royalties, in
debt service amounting to 42 percent of
export revenue

Several countries are negotiating to

reschedule their debts. Morocco has
gone as far as to have signed a stabili-
zation program with the International

Monetary Fund.
The social impact of these adjust-

ment policies should be assessed
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against the poverty profile of each
country. According to the World Bank’s
Social Indicators of Development, in
Tunisia 20 percent of the urban popu-
lation and 15 percent of the rural
population live in absolute poverty. The
corresponding figures, respectively, for
both Egypt and Morocco are 20 percent
and 25 percent. There are no indications
that things are getting better.

Affected most acutely are the poorest

countries = those with per capita Gross

&

The Iranian and Iraqi oil ministers at an OPEC meeting

National Products below USS$S500
Some are famine stricken, all are debt
ridden, and all are affected by cuts in aid
from the Gulf states.

Finally, the financial squeeze and its
potential socio-economic and political
have boosted the outflow of
Business people complain
investment opportunities at
home, tight credit and political uncer-
tainties. Consequently, they prefer
investing abroad. @

tensions
local capital.
of shrinking
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Spirit
of Poverty

Undertaking a project in
community health, an
Indian doctor is given

a rude lesson on poverty

book When the Search Began, pub

s abrna (randbi Inctit its af Madi~al
ahatma Gandhr Institute of Medical

primary

o
A
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@
o
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providing

) the needy nurture

that what ails

oy

naive

community health is ignorance and tha
if there are sincere attempts to provide
scientific know-how, most community
health problems will find a solution

But ignorance is far from being the
cause. The following examples from our
field work in the Sevagram area of the
Wardha district of India make this quit

1]

clear.

Since government policies give pri-
ority to size,
thought it our duty to promote the idea

family

restricting

of a small family, using all the means at
our disposal. A film show was arranged,

yosters were distributed, and the tar-

T

get group was visited: We guaranteed
transport to and from the hospital, per-

sonal attention during hospitalization,
and nothing to pay

Our expectations crumbled when we
found no one turned up in spite of our
persuasion. We tried to understand why
the villagers did not seek our advice.

52 - third world

A mother of six children - all girls -

us bluntly, “Will you support us

An ideal candidate
with

daughter, put it this way: “Doctor, have

for surgery, a woman a son and

bullock cart with only one

i at least a pair, then if

the other waill

alone.” A farmer said, “We must
have more children, doctor. Labor Is too
costly these days, and | need depend-
able manpower to help me.”

The

unless mortality of children under five is

entire exercise taught us that

reduced, unless security for old age is

provided, and unless agriculture be-

comes profit , no amount of propa-

ganda or incentives will convince poor

about the benefits of a

small family

Malnutrition is the greatest killer
among children under five. The rural

folk consider it the curse of an evil spirit,

Satavi, for which there is no remedy in
modern science, only in worship.

A house-to-house survey revealed

that almost all infants were below their

expected weight and those severely

malnourished were girls. We embarked
on an education campaign, using a slide
the various

show to demonstrate

INDIA

s of malnutrition.

w

We emphasized that poor nutrition
was to be blamed and not the evil spirit
explaining that a child should have a
balanced diet. We recommended milk as
the best food, not

forgetting green

vegetables, fruit and eggs. We told the

mothers to use oil freely, as a high

energy source, and to see that a child

W

5 fed at least five times a day
To make our point more vividly we
infants, all

families,

selected five girls from

landless and started on-the-
spot feeding with a supplementary food
providing 300-400 calories every day as
recommended by the Indian Council for b
Medical Research

The children did not show a weight

gain as expected. It was a rude shock

We went again from house to house, in
quiring carefully the amount of food the

child was receiving at home prior to the

supplementary feeding program, Does

=

ive the me amount now?

she re

The

answer explained everything
QOurs was not a supplementary food but

a substitute for whatever the child had

World Health Forum, O
1A

\adicine al




INDIA

The argument against family planning: You need at least a pair of bullocks

been getting at home. With the assur-
ance that the child would be fed under
our program, the mother preferred to
divert her share of home food resources
to others

W/
vy

e did our best to convince the mo
thers that they still had to ensure
adequate food for the malnourished
child. Here the education campaign took
a different turn, and we found ourselves
at the receiving end

The women had a lot to teach us
“We do not own cattle, and milk sold in
the village is diluted and sold at an
exorbitant cost that we cannot afford
The same goes for eggs, oil, sugar,
vegetables and fruit. Do you know,
doctor, oil costs 20 rupees (about
US$1.40) a liter and sugar 6 rupees
(US$0.40) a kilo?”

It seems that the villagers were not
so far wrong when they attributed
malnutrition to the work of an evil spirit
- the evil spirit of poverty.

Poverty is the greatest sin. To live,
and even to die, with dignity is a luxury
permitted to few. The root cause of two
major killer diseases ih children - diar-
rhea and respiratory infections - is the
underlying malnutrition, an illness that
cannot be treated by drugs but only by

1988 - No. 15

The dairy industry: not an option

adequate food. Untiring and enthu-
siastic management of these Kkiller
diseases in hospitals withaut an attack
on the social cause — poverty — is like
attempting to mop up a flood with the
water tap full on above.

We took pains to sit down with the
farmers, individually and in groups,
calculating their income over the last
three years. We found the majority of

them incurring perpetual losses and
barely five percent of the families
owning economic land (that is, more
than 18 acres for a family of five in this
area.)

Water resources are scarce, and the
farmers are at the mercy of monsoons
at least once every three years. Irrigated
land requires heavy investment, which a
farmer finds difficult to make as the
banks will not lend him money while he
has outstanding debts. Government-
subsidized prices for his produce bring
little profit, and he is dependent on the
fluctuating market.

What can be done to provide ad-
ditional sources of income? Cottage
industry would appear to be the answer,
yet our attempt to establish a spinning
center lasted only two years, because
it did not provide even three rupees
(US$0.20) a day as wages, apart from
problems of getting the cloth woven
and marketed. The cost analysis of this
and other possible cottage industries
revealed that they cannot survive in the
competitive market without government
protection.

We thought the dairy industry might
subsist because the government assures
a ready market through its milk scheme.
But the huge initial investment involved,
the cost of veterinary services and the
necessity of green fodder all put it
beyond the reach of a poor villager.

Strange though it may seem, the
only employment we could see flouri-
shing in some villages was the distilling
of illicit liquor. Obviously we could not
boost this business!

We reluctantly came to the con-
clusion that until there is government
protection for cottage industry, and a
political will to serve the interest of the
poor, attempts to raise the economic
standard of the rural poor through such
schemes will not get far. ®
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DRUGS

Intoxicated by Poverty

Poor farmers receive loans from the “illegal
World Bank™ to plant their cash crops

ome Latin Amer
can countries
more money on re-

pressing drug dealing

on promoting rural de-
velopment, says Arturo

Warman, a Mexican econ

and anthropoloagist
this is a bad invest
ment: thev're attackin
the symptom and not ti

Peasants harvest cocaine in Bolivia

farmer once told him: “I

by internatio levelopment cotton for years until someone

osed to me to

> combined total exports

lir drugs and rur of the American

ood become C trong In roducers: M; Colombia

e I ts of e reqgion that drug Jndoubtedly, a further

leale on 10 ) th bo rmers’ drug produc
lleaa yrid Ba They provide tio s out

€ ith 3 nteres and international

free redit paid In ard currency, a levelopment institutions can provide an

cure ve for these farmers: they need

‘cash crop the rural sector and

farmers with

adequate

incentives to produce food crops,”
argues Warman

Farmers know drug cultivation is
illegal and has social and economic

implications for their families and their
children, who become stigmatized. They
would therefore be willing to give up
drug cultivation had a

reasonable

provided they

alternative and adequate

support

Confronting the drug mafia will

require “a strong alliance between

governments and small farmers, an

economic but also a political alliance,”
Warman suggests. The government of
Colombia is increasingly aware of this
and has recently decided to promote
means of

the

agrarian reform as a con-

fronting the guerrillas and drug
problems in the country

“We have reached such a degree of
shame, and fear of the
that

academic

moral drug
and

unable to

mafia, political movements

institutions are

Warman

express their views,”" deplores

It is high time to speak out publicly
about this link between rural develop
ment and drug cultivation in Latin
America.” he claims

The social scientist contends that the

proliferation of drug cultivation in Latin

America is one manifestation and
perhaps the most striking one - of an
agricultural and rural crisis of unsus

pec

i dimensions which is besetting all

of Latin America

agricultural growth

increasing
food dependency (three-quarters of the

Latin American countries are no longer

sufficient in food),

ast-growing

populations and flagrant inequalities

vithin the rural sector are the basic

elements of this c

Warman belie that international

development agencies

in particular

the International Monetary Fund and
the World Bank, are ignoring these
facts and their future .rw;:lh ations

he structural adjustment policies and

neo-liberal approach currently in voqgue

thin most of the United Nations

m are h‘,"?n:‘x\”ll[ the real pro-

lems of the rural sector °
ain i nal e mngd 10r

L F fr | TH| ir



EMIGRATION

TUNISIA

zducated Tunisians are
jamming the exits to
FEurope and Morth America

By Moncef Mahroug*

just could’t take it anymore,”

explained a Tunisian specialist in
who did his

library science

undergraduate studies in England.
“With

explored possibilities with the (North)

no career prospects in sight, |

American Embassy and was lucky
enough to qualify for a scholarship to
study for my Ph.D. in the United States.
| don't count on returning here (to
Tunisia) after my degree.”
Until his graduate studies begin, the
librarian is stuck in a dead-end position
at the Ministry of Cultural Affairs - in a
job for which he is overqualified
Although

affected by

Tunisia is not as badly
the brain drain as some of
its Arab neighbors, it loses many of its
senior level professionals to France, the
United States, and Canada every year.

From 194 150,0(

Arab scientists and other professionals

to 1975, over

from the region emigrated to industri-
United States at-

this

alized countries. The
tracted the lion's share of brain
pool. Between 1966 and 1977, for ex-
ample, 5,794 scholars mainly from
Egypt, Lebanon, lraq, and Syria emi-
grated to the United States. In the same
period over 500 Tunisian professionals
left for North America.

198
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Alouane of the Tunisian National Insti-

tute of Labor and Social Services indi-

e

cated that many of the university grad-
uates who leave the country complete
their studies abroad. The study asked
Tunisians who have settled in Europe,
North America, and the Middle East to
anonymously explain their reasons for
leaving.

Tunisians who return with university
degrees from abroad often find life at
home difficult and disappointing, ac-
cording to the study. Hamadi Laajimi is
a typical example. Having succeeded in
becoming a sports commentator with
the British Broadcasting Corporation, he
returned to Tunisia several years ago to
try and carve out a future for himself in
radio. He left again recently — this time
saying he will not come back.

Most

decision to emigrate again before the

returning Tunisians make the
shock of the return home wears off. “I
could not afford to be unemployed for
long, so as soon as | saw there were no
left,” confided a
physics lecturer. | have few regrets."”
Others do not even try to find jobs

job opportunities, |

because they realize that Tunisia has no

e
;.4
:

requirement for their field of expertise.
Such is the case for a nuclear physicist
now living in Vienna, Austria, and also
for an aerospace expert who worked on
the Apollo 12 project.

The brain drain from Tunisia is per-
haps best described by a specialist in
kidney diseases who has studied and

worked abroad: “There is no coordi-
nation between the needs of Tunisia

and the education system, which is too
slanted toward the requirements of a
developed country. To put it in a nut-
produce too many engineers
and too few specialized tradesmen.”
Sometimes, of course, returning
graduates have no trouble finding work

shell, we

and fitting in. Despite their initial
positive attitude, however, they often

become discouraged. The scarcity of
research facilities in Tunisia, the lack of
equipment, and the shortage of proper-
ly trained staff have driven many scien-
tists and other researchers out of the
country.

One

professor, invited to join the

ournalist, T
e January
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EMIGRATION TUNISIA

staff of the Pasteur Institute in Tunis,
declined the invitation and instead took
a senior position with the Pasteur Insti-
tute in Paris. “l dont need a villa or a
chauffeur-driven car,” he said. “What |
do require is a well equipped laboratory

in a stimulating university environ-

ment.
I Tunisia, people sometimes em

grate for political reasons. Says a Tu-
'

nisian theater personality: “To |

to regain the ability to speak freely. It
means abandoning a ghettoa where Will he leave
i . : ) to earn more
speech must be approved by a censor- abroad?
S'ﬂ‘p committee A teacher of socio oqy
confirms the importance of politica ly 1,600, chose to be posted in order to ible  positions lronically however,
affiliation: “Government people have a be able to narried or buy a car or encouraging graduates to leave the
eneral tendency to look at the 3 country can sometimes backfire and
T nis Altt n re is little doubt that the create a shortage of personnegt 1n certain
brz i S juality ( ns. Last year, X-ray technicians
it is 3t } - D\ of th untry numn (B E were prohibited from leaving the coun
nanc rs to unis {0 not Surprisir hat tt 1 y d w h specialists
e 1st the opp S T S yhenon 10 ' ear t erm ’
< I r governm € ?) [ 1 ' ( } 14 inag 1al n searct
I \ 0 f o I t juivalent
t | 1 1S [ mill I 1T
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Press Cuttings on Southern Africa
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SPECIAL REPORT

In a setting of stagnating world trade, countries and corporations are gearing up
for the battle to protect or increase their shares of a shrinking global market

By Frederick Clairmonte and
John Cavanagh*

lack Monday was a watershed in

postwar international relations

as it smashed the delusion that
stock markets could soar infinitely. In so
doing, it savagely proclaimed the end of
four decades of more or less shaky
growth in the leading capitalist econo-

mies.

1988 - July/august = No 15

Between August 1987, when stock
prices reached their postwar zenith, and
the cataclysm of Monday, October 19,
1987, worldwide stock markets lost as
much as one-third of the value of shares
traded. Translated into purchasing
power, this free fall wiped out US$1,500
billion in consumer wealth, equaling
three-quarters of world corporate pro-
duction of goods and services. This
escalating economic warfare threatens
to plunge the world market into another
depression.

Protectionism and Currency Warfare

The first arena of conflict, also the
most visible, is trade. Already by the
end of 1986, quantitative and other
non-tariff barriers had increased to en-
compass over half of world trade. To
these restrictions were added tens of

Dr. Frederick Clairmonte
d Nations
ce for Trade and Deveio NCTAD) in Ge-
John Cavanagh staff member of
the Instifute for Policy Studies, United.States.

merly S or al the U

r reses

nent |
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has not been matched by The battlefield of the Massachusetts
significantly higher im Institute of Technology (MIT), a pre

port prices and a reduc gious North American university, is

ion in the consumption iMustrative of the Bs iting wal

of foreic

Yy goods between the world's two leading econo-

Despite the economi mies. In late 7. MIT selected a
conflict abetted by the panese supercomputer over all U.S.
dollar's rise and fall; it competitors on the grounds that it
would be represented the best ratio ol selling

yssume that

prnice to technological capability. The

re it te arbiters U.S. Commerce Department vetoed the
on currency and ex purchase in the sacred name of “Buy
hange markets. Big America First,

scale financia 15 not the end of the drama. for
Hons through S. government alse prohibits
speculative activitias on lapan from selling to socialist countries
securities. futures, real what it deems strategic products. Such
3state and & wide range skirmishes are certain to multiply. And,
of other finant what began as economic battles could

make thousands of well spill over into the political realm

lions of dollars of trans

actions daily across na- Corporate rivalries

tional frontiers In so

» become The war for r

Black Monday: the end of an illusion doing, tt ention and aggran-

prime determin

ints of dizement of market shares by trans-

billions of doll e subsidies

to what transpires on currency markets, national conglomerates is another facet

farm and Ag in cahoots with finance ministry of this war. In recent years, Japanese
f vario SUry and European transnational banks and
Seven, the corporations have gouged out huge

countries, The clash in fiscal policies chunks of international markets from

their North American enemies

vernments of This is evidenced in the shifting

notwithstanding ~ham

wiere do

pioning of “the the market tr nad ncreasingly composition of the worlds top 100 banks
These protectionist trade policies. clashing is iscal policies and top 200 corporations. In banking,

have been joine The U fully pressed the Japanese ascendency was already ma-
of West G st in the Iy : In 1€

years, the North Americar e v s were among the top 100, con-

erest rate reductions. But even if 26 percent of ir total assels

alue In a these policies were /mplemented — in By 1986, 26 of its banks were on the list

ce rather than for would b their share of the assets of the Big

or little impact on Reagan's economy 100 Banks had rocketed to 40 percent
USS400 ion. It is muddling through as it is on borrowed Meanwhile, the number of U.S.
time and borrowed money banks slipped from 15 to 14 on the list
S0 ,,rifi' thelr share of sets from 1?
pan and vill percent to 12 percent. This shifting
joods and ¢ configuration financial power rela-

markets more tions will spark even greater conflict

between a prodigiously enriched cre-

cditor (Japan) and a mendicant

exporting to the the prime beneficiarie A similar shift is apparent among the
tumbling dollar Rather, the “four world's top 200 private-sector firms. In

but by slash rim (South Koresz just one year, between and 19¢
s 10 their U.S and Hong Kong), armed w massive the number of U.S. firms in the top 200

subsidies and cheap labor, are skidded from 1 to 90; their sales

government has reviled already moving into the breach, and plunged fram 53 percent to 42 percent.

the falling dollar they are by no mea one The major beneficiaries were European
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firms, stemming in part from the dol
lar's fall and a resurgence of privati
zation in France and the United King-
dom
Fhe interplay of these numbers
brings out not only the shifting fortunes
of gainers and losers on a national scale,
but also the accelerating concentration
the

of corporate capital globally and

social inequalities that accompany this

trend. The accumulation of economic
power is shown in the fact that the
combined sales of just these 200 top

firms accounted for 28 percent of world
}
1985, he

further growth of this power is seen in

gross national product in

ap

its share rising to 29.4 percent in 19886,
an expansion of 1.4 percentage points in

a single This share would have

year

risen to over one-third if both public

and private sector firms were added
together.

These bank and corporate rankings
reflect the mounting economic power of
Europe and Japan and
the US., but it
emphasized that national

interests are by no means synonymous

Western the

wobbly fortunes of

should be

with corporate interests

The largest exporter from Taiwan to
the US. is North
glomerate General Electric (GE). Along

the American con-
with dozens of other transnationals, GE
has chosen Taiwan as an export base to
penetrate the U.S. market because of its
cheap labor force, generous tax breaks
and other

incentives. Not surprisingly,

Taiwan has built up an enormous trade
surplus of USS$16 billion in 1986 with the

representing 10 percent of the U.S

A meeting of GATT: brewing friction despite the rhetoric

trade deficit.

Here is a clear example of U.S.
corporations abetting the erosion of
both the U.S. trade position and the

dollar in pursuit of maximizing cor-
porate profitability. But Taiwan is not
the only foreign base used by U.S. cor-
porations. Their operations are spread
across globe, from the

border to Haiti to the Philippines

the Mexican

All-out economic war

Economic warfare among the world’s
major industrial powers is gearing up

within the context of the worsening

Each

grnational economy.

and each corporation is devising policies

country

to protect or grab greater shares of a
I C g

shrinking global market. Between 1¢

and world exports hardly rose
from 2,000 billion to US$2,100
billion for inflation, world

The Japanese currency exchange: Japan is the new financial power

198 No 15
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trade actually fell.

Despite proclaimed intentions for
free trade under
Agreement on Tariffs and
negotiations, the industrial
countries have enlarged their “trade
friction” into fast-developing economic
warfare. This war is fought at the levels
of governments and corporations, and
on many fronts — including trade, fi-
nance, fiscal policies, and export-import
policies.

greater the current
General

Trade

According to estimates of Shearson
Lehman, the plunge in U.S. consumer
wealth could clip consumer spending by
USS$90 billion in 1988; Japan's Nomura
Research Institute predicts that the U.S.
slide by 20
percent in 1988 as compared to 1986.
The
huge deflationary impact on both indus-
d and Third World economies via

automobile market will

stock market crash will exercise a

ed consumption in, and imports
e United State
ack Monday also compelled the

w

government to take desperate
ederal budget deficit,
interpreted by certain myopic analysts

the crash, By the

action to slash the f

1s the major cause of
987, a deal of sorts
was patched up between the White
' the U.S. Congress that
would slice deficits by USS$76 billion

These

end of November 1

—

House and

6

over the next two vyears. cuts
exacerbate the loss in consumer wealth
via two mechanisms: tax increases
which further trim consumer spending,
and curbs in government outlays which

wipe out jobs and, with them, wages
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Conspicuous crash victims: a driving
Thatcher (top), Reagan (above)
and Chirac(right)

and salaries

a powerful ripple ef
on U.S. stock markets are not

consu-

mers but a coterie of operators ranging

from banks to transnational corpora-
tions, from arbitrageurs to corporate

, from pension fund managers to
and swindlers.

")
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M
0
c
Y
-
(o}
=
0

What all these financial activists have
in common is that they have bankrolied
their operations by unrestrained bor-
rowing. In the U.S. corporate
debt hit a staggering USS$1,900 billion
by the end of 1986. One of the most
dangerous components of this debt was
the US$120 billion in low-rated, high-
yield junk bonds that financed corpo-
rate annexationism through leveraged
buyouts.

This kind of borrowing becomes
lethal in the context of a crash since in

alone,

60 — third world

funds borrowed

veraged buyout
snnexation of a ‘company are

ets. If

on company’s as
that company's assets plunge by one-

third in value, then the buyer is in dire

straits as the bank briskly moves to
demand further collateral
Pushed to the wall, the buyer is com-
pelled to sell off other assets, such a real
to meet the bank's obligations
multiplied by thousands of ope-
such sales push

down the

rators, conspire to

value of real estate and other
assets not traded on stock markets

In this way, some will be able to save
their skins by selling their assets. The
most highly indebted will be unable to
face

meet the banks’ demands and
bankruptcy. The banks will be left hold-
ing the bag. This body blow threatens
the entire financial system, first and
foremost the small and medium-sized
institutions.

The junk bond pathology reached its

highest pitch in the U.S., but the multi-

plier effect of the crash also affects other

leading economies. The grim numbers

speak for themselves: combined corpo-

rate debt in the leading seven econo

)

2,900 billion in 1986.

mies topped USS

If one adds these three aftershocks of
the crash (the tumble in consumer
wealth, the deflationary reverberations
of U.S. budget cuts, and the ripple effect
on other assets) to the already calami-
tous effects of the Third World debt and
sustained high levels of joblessness, the
picture for the global economy in the
next few years leaves no ground for
as one vital

optimism. The stock market

market

barometer, is almost certain to
plunge still further

Another conspicuous victim of the
crash was the magic formula of priva-
hard by U.K
Thatcher
Reagan. On the

Financial

Prime
u.s
eve of the
Times of

tization, pushed sc

Minister Margaret and
President
great crash, the
London euphorically declared: “Rarelly
in history has an innovation in economic
and financial policy caught or, as quickly
in as many different countries as priva-
tization.”

In France, the

Jacques

government of
Chirac
prior to the

Premier privatized

sector companies

that six

public

crash, proclaiming million
proletarians would be transformed into
bourgeois shareholders in the name of
When the

the “popular capitalism.”

French financial market collapsed by
almost a third in October 1987, the fad
of popular capitalism turned sour. Could
one this mass of share-
holders, rudely burnt, to be enthusiastic

future

expect new
participants in
tions?

The

market

privatiza-
overall impact of the stock

crash has been to decelerate
economic activity drastically, shrinking
the global market on which economic
wars are fought, Yet the crash must also
be seen in the context of seven years of

world trade stagnation: world exports

barely rose in nominal dollar terms
from US$2,000 billion to WUS$2,100
billion between 1980 and 1986. In real

dollar terms, it actually declined over
these seven years. Consequently, the
crash and its aftershocks will compound
the devastation of close to a decade of
stagnation on global markets. B
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A Standing Eight Count

The North Arrericarj position in the world economy is declining. but it remains the world's largest market.
The U.S. continues to wield influence as a depository for the world's savings, from the use of
the dollar as the basic unit for international transactions, and through its military strength

U.S. soldiers in WWest Germany: the falling dollar puts cars out of their price range

n the aftermath of the Wall

Street crash in October 1987, it

has become a part of accepted
wisdom, both liberal and conservative,
that the United States is losing its
paramount position in the world eco-
nomy. Its infrastructure is crumbling, its
exports eroding, its productivity dwindl-
ing, its savings evaporating and all its
manifold debts soaring.

As a general proposition all this is
true, and these disintegrative forces
are traceable to 1946, when the U.S.
emerged from World War |l unscathed
and immensely enriched, in contrast to
the other major powers.

It was war and preparation for it that
pulled the North American economy out
of the abyss of depression. After an-

1988 - July/august — No 15

other major recession struck in 1938,
U.S. output bounced back in 1946 to 150
percent of its 1937, and exports to 191
percent. In contrast, output plunged
over this period to 20 percent of pre-
war levels in Japan, and 28 percent in
Germany.

Over the same period (1937-46), U.S.
farm output jumped by over a third, and
its share of global grain output shot up
from 27 to 39 percent. No less indicative
of U.S. power and supremacy is that
between July 1945 and September 1947,
it granted US$13.4 billion in loans and
grants to foreign governments.

The Marshall Plan had nothing to do
with altruism. Rather, it laid the
groundwork for the relentless big-scale
penetration of U.S. corporate capital

into Western Europe and its colonies. It
was matched by the remilitarization of
Europe via the Truman Doctrine. The
Marshall Plan trumpeted the birth of
U.S. economic dominance and military
adventurism, of which the wars in Indo-
china were outstanding examples.

In the annals of North American eco-
nomic history, the years 1938-46 will
be remembered as the golden years of
growth: Its share of global industrial
output soared from 30 percent in 1938
to 53 percent in 1946. Not since the
height of the U.K.'s industrial supre-
macy in the 1840s had one nation so
dominated the global market.

Four decades later, stemming from
an expansionist foreign policy of which
the arms race was but one component,

third world - 61
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ECONOMY WARS

that enjoyed by the British pound sterl
ing during the century fram the end of
the Napoleonic wars up to the onset of
World War |

U.S. strength resides equally in its
prodigious military machine. As long as
a massive U.S. military presence — with
dozens of bases and hundreds of thou
sands of troops - continues in Western

Asia the

positioned to

Europe, and world over, the

us. is exercise consi-

derable leverage over its major eco

normic rivals
This is translated
u.s

wants something from Western Europe

military presence

into effective pressure when the

or Japan: a fall in interest rates

minesweepers in the Persian Gulf. cut-
backs in aid to Nicaragua and Vietnam
and so on. Despite inevitable reductions

in military spending to face up to the

awning budget deficits, this clout is not

likely

to vanish overnight
The psychology of supremacy

Four decades of supremacy on world

markets have left

deep psychological

imprints on both the North American

government and people. To a very

xtent S. officialdom sets the

international economic agenda. (

ersely, after four decades in a sup-
porting role, the West Europeans and
ywe to think and act as
ers cdespl co

American imperial state of

to that of the British

aftermath of World War |Il. Notwith
5 the lo f their mpir | 5
1ot unt the Suez debacle (1956) that
the belief in imperial supremacy w
war in the
poke the

In sum, the U.S. economy and i1
prevalling imperial state ol
to enter the |
it still at ti head of the
ow long can this con-
v nature of Reagan’s poli
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cies contains the seeds of the erosion of
imperial power on a global scale

The and
I'hatcherism were anchored in policies

practices of Reaganism
of transferring wealth from poor to rich
and from future generations to current
consumers. The major device deployed
by Reagan was debt

The bo-

consumer bonanza which

osted real personal consumption by
US$300 per worker yearly was not

increased investment and
u.s The 23

personal consumption

rooted in
output in the economy
percent rise In
over the first six Reagan years was
matched by only a 17 percent rise in
GNF. The
imports and a consumer debt argy that
has no precedent in North
history or that of any other country
Consumer debt now tops US$2,700
billion, over 65 percent the level of GNP
Even prior to the crash the debt level
was Consumer debt under
Reagan rocketed from 53 percent of
GNP in 1981 to the current 65 percent.

In the wake of Black Monday, the fall

difference was covered by

American

critical

in consumer debt is bound to accelerate,

since close to a quarter of consumer
financial assets were in the stock market
As much as a third of the value of those
stocks was wiped out in a single week
Hence, those who gamble on the U.S
consumer market to continue to be the
driving force of the world market in the
medium-term will be sizzled

The other legacy of tax cuts coupled

with astror.omical military expenditures

3

(now topping USS$300 billion yearly) was

that the Reagan caste oligarchy consis
The

growing disparily between receipts and

tently spent beyond its means
expenditures meant larger and larger
budget deficits, financed by non-North
Americans, and which will be repaid - if

at all = with worthless greenbacks

Whereas foreigners owed North
Americars US$141 billion more than
they did in 1981, by 1987 a tragic

reversal gripped the nation. The U.S.
had quagmire of a
US$400 billion foreign debt - moving

plunged into a
on a trajectory that will push it past
US$1,000 1990s
It is worth pondering the significance

billion in the early

of this awesome fiqure since it is not

far removed from the Third World's

198
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current debt holocaust
was one pillar of
casino society was

If borrcwing
Reaganomics, the
means the
e nation’s

another. "Casino society”

large-scale diversion of tf

i]r(”lw'fllf'tl\."ﬁ, resources into short-term,

highly speculative investments — the

logical emanation of Reagan's supply-
side economics coupled with the dere-
markets, one in

gulation of financial

which swindles and

embezzlements of
all varieties received a legal benediction.

According to the proponents of sup-
ply-side economics, the massive tax
cuts that Reagan bestowed on corporate
81 were blueprinted

that

North America in 1€

to spur productive investment
would generate jobs, incomes and new
tax revenues. In principle, a grand idea
In practice. however, the nation's
carporations shoveled these tax hand-
outs into a mighty array of proliferating

speculative financial instruments such

as futures markets. stcck options, leve-
reged buyouts, mergers and acquisi-
tions. To finance these wholly unpro-
ductive operations, U.S. corporations
have sprouted a debt of USS$1,900 bil-
lion in 1986, a figure growing at more
than 10 percent yearly.

The upshot of this enormous cash
pouring into this speculative
maelstrom was that productivity growth
slipped from an already low 0.6 percent
yearly in the 1970s to 0.4 percent from
1979 to [ another

flow

1986. Viewed from

uto manufacturers
00 hours
needed

angle, Japanese a
only 80-1

U.S. firms

to meke
150-160

required
a car
hours
For an eindustrialized North Ame-
rica, as it lumbers into the last decade of
the century, these numbers spell no-
thing short of catastrophe. ®
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Worse Than Ever

By Walden

vaid

ears of the Marcos re hile human rights g
the vigiiar s "extra-leqal’” means of
Of critics countennsurgency Aquingo detends
them ~ 1 iaftoanc < 1 Tals rncl
hic re- Lhe 1S Se geienst SSO 314 s ana
(W] ~h ~rha ino on wvianel > 0t neonle nower
Viarch charging gov- extensions ( people pov
d 1er civi
embaoidened v AQ
ith mur 1. muti
. SO M ilitar . ooiet imit that
noa “ros < 20 - ' ’
] C S At

extortionists

peacefully, for

PHILIPPINES

personalities, not competing politic
programs

T

system reinforces the social and

conomic status quo. Land reform = the

most vital issue for the impoverished /70

percent of Filipinos that live in the

countryside will not come from a

e 23 out of 24 senators

P

s and 90 percent of 200

elected members of the lower house are¢
big landlords. The old upper class, of
which Aquino is a member, is back in
the saddle, though It must now share

political power with the bloated military

from

ablishment that she inherited

es drive the left from

arena, violent revolution

becomes the only option

for groups seeking fundamental change
n a country that is trapped by what the
World Bank has described as the worst
tures of social inequality in Sout

1 Asia
The resulting polarization is a tragic

the promise of the February

eyes of many Filipino

is compromised in the

Philippine at Tment
teqy [y,,,[‘,”n}[,,r.

f the viagilante poli

f ItE eorae Sh
Aanila in June
St i t of the

il that now qQoe

id tha W goes
lippine Armed For

ashington
sdom of a

Many of

nsions stem from the

counterinsurgency in El

Salvador, where right-wing death squad
tivity in ti early 1980s helped to

er

el

won, recently told a North American

congressional committee, the Filipino

vigilantes are “in the longer term, a po

5 they are

tential source of problems

to duly con-

aenerally not

authority.” o
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